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EDITORIAL

Imposing heavy punishment
to deter "intermediaries"

A 29—year—old Mainland woman surnamed Xu was sentenced to 10
months' imprisonment by a Hong Kong court yesterday, for violating her
condition of stay and making false claims to the Immigration Department about
arranging for pregnant Mainland women to give birth in Hong Kong. This is the
first time a court has jailed an "intermediary" for arranging for pregnant Mainland
women to deliver babies in Hong Kong. It is learned that following this, a few

dozen other cases of a similar nature will be proceeded with.

In this case, the sentence of 10 months' imprisonment is in NO sense a
harsh punishment. The accused in this case is not wicked in the extreme but what
she did has had an extremely bad effect on society. Without such "intermediaries"
rushing for profits, pregnant Mainland women, who and their husbands are not
Hong Kong permanent residents, coming to give birth would have hardly posed
such a big problem as it is now, causing a serious storm in society. Some pregnant
Mainland women from inland provinces originally were not aware they could
come to give birth in Hong Kong. Nor did they know how to go about it. Thus
none would have dared to "gate—crash" with a big belly. It is these
"intermediaries" who have spread the message through various channels that
Hong Kong's hospital services are first class, and that a child born in Hong Kong
has automatic right of abode and, in future, would enjoy free education... And
they have made a great show of their "full services" from antenatal check—up to

after—birth care, with charges amounting to several thousand dollars.

With such messages spreading from one to 10 and from 10 to 100, the
numbers of pregnant Mainland women coming to give birth in Hong Kong have
been on the rise, setting a record 36,000 last year — accounting for nearly 40%
of newborn babies in Hong Kong. This indeed has seriously affected local
pregnant women and will become a burden for Hong Kong society in future.

The situation must not be allowed to continue.

Thus yesterday's court ruling should have the effect of "killing the
chicken to frighten the monkeys" and effectively stem the influx of pregnant
Mainland women. The latest news from Shenzhen, the "headquarters" of such
"intermediaries", show that, after learning the woman surnamed Xu was jailed for
10 months yesterday, most of the "intermediary" companies immediately closed
doors and ceased operations. Thus it is expected that in the short term there will

be a sharp drop in the number of "gate—crashing" pregnant Mainland women.

It must be pointed out that this court ruling is not only in keeping with
the interests of Hong Kong society but also a good thing for pregnant Mainland
women. In fact, it is risky for a pregnant Mainland woman to "gate—crash" and
give birth in Hong Kong. Like the one involved in yesterday's court case, she had
made no appointment beforehand nor did she have any antenatal check—up, but
when she arrived at the Lok Ma Chau check point to "gate—crash" at 1.00 am on
15 January, she immediately cried that she was going into labour. Customs
officers immediately called an ambulance to rush her to hospital where she gave
birth to a baby boy. But the woman surnamed Xu, her "intermediary" who was
accompanying her to "gate—crash" into Hong Kong, pretended they did not
know each other. She showed her true colours only when questioned by
suspicious Customs officers. The pregnant woman could have died had

something gone wrong with her when she was crossing the border. But then her
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"intermediary" would have simply tried to flee and get away with it.

The somewhat heavy punishment given to an "intermediary" in the first
court case convincingly shows that this influx of pregnant Mainland women
could be solved in accordance with the law. Since his duty visit to Beijing last
December, the Chief Executive has repeatedly laid stress on solving the problem
with administrative means, proposing four measures. One of them is to crack
down on "intermediary" companies. Such policy orientation now seems practical
and eftective. After a lengthy investigation, the SAR Government has found
clues to a number of "intermediary" companies and their business operations, and
passed them on to Guangdong Provincial Government. The Guangdong side has
promised to follow up. As for proposals made by some political parties such as
asking the National People's Congress (NPC) for an interpretation or revision of
the Basic Law or denying right of abode to babies born to parents who are both
not Hong Kong permanent residents, they are impractical and unnecessary. In
regard to the Basic Law, after the 2001 interpretation by the NPC, the definition
is clear and unambiguous that only a baby born to a Hong Kong permanent
resident has the right of abode. But at that time the Civic Party and its ilk
immediately launched a "dress black protest" against the NPC interpretation and
then came forward to help Chung Fong Yuen (a baby boy born in Hong Kong to
non—HK—resident parents) file a lawsuit with the Court of Final Appeal ruling in
his favour. This is the very cause for today's flooding in of pregnant Mainland
women into Hong Kong. Therefore, with yesterday's court ruling to jail an
"intermediary" for 10 month, plus Immigration Department tightening border
checks and public hospitals sharply increasing charges for emergency services, the
influx of pregnant Mainland women is likely to be gradually solved. But the Civic
Party is the chief culprit in the creation of this problem, and their plot to create
trouble for Hong Kong must be further exposed.
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WORDS AND USAGE

1 In no sense (idiom) - Not in any way. ( $EIE P

Examples: 1. He is in no sense a genius. 2. In no sense do I agree with this

suggestion.
(2)On the rise (idiom) — Increasing in frequency or intensity. ( 3 + #711)
Examples: 1. Police say that youth crime is on the rise again. 2.Food allergies are
believed to be on the rise.
(3 In keeping with sth (idiom) - In agreement with something. ( e Bl
...... —%)
Examples: 1.The new windows are in keeping with the colonial style of the
house. 2. Her deeds are in keeping with her words.
(@ Labour (noun) - The process or effort of childbirth or the time during
which childbirth takes place. (434 - %)
Examples: 1. No two labours are ever the same. 2.She went into labour at eleven
o'clock last night.
(5)Show one's (true) colours (idiom) —

HEmE)

Examples: 1. At last he showed his true colours. 2. She never shows her true
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Greece: Now What?

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In the 1970s, when someone talked
about Greece and the country's capital,
Athens, I would think of the ancient
(fi#EE ) , the blue sky and
the sea. The idea of the Olympics and

Greek myths

ancient Greek architectures would also
come to my mind. At that time, I had
the feeling that Greece was a lucky
country because it had such a rich
cultural heritage ( SU{LIEEE ) .

In the late 1980s, I visited Greece for
the first time and saw what I had seen in
photos. Athens was much quieter even
compared with some of the cities in the
then Eastern Europe.

"This is not the tourist season,"
someone told me. Then we had nothing
to talk about.

Now people in Hong Kong probably
have a very different idea about Greece.
For about a year, the problems in

Greece have made news very often.

There are a lot of terms that are not
found in Greek myths: massive debts,
huge bailout, austerity measures, riots
and tear gas...

If I talked about all these while
visiting Greece in the late 1980s, perhaps
people in Athens would not understand
what I was saying, even though I spoke
in their language.

Now, if T go there and talked about
all these, people will immediately get my
point even though I speak in English.
They will probably tell me that they have
lost their jobs and their dreams, and that
they are really unlucky because their
economy has turned so bad. Even their
English are not good, I think we can still
communicate because now I know more
about Greece and people there have
more to say to a foreigner. So, the barrier
of communication is not just a matter of

language.




