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EDITORIAL

Three weak links in HK population
must not be overlooked

The 2011 Population Census, released yesterday by the SAR
Government's Census & Statistics Department, provides the latest data on Hong
Kong's population, age distribution, sex ratio, marital status, educational level,
occupation distribution, family structure and tenure accommodation of

households, showing their changes over the past decade.

The government takes a population census every few years to collect the
information necessary for formulation of social policies and distributing public
resources, including housing, education, transport, medical care and social
services. The importance of population census is thus beyond question. Generally
speaking, results of past population censuses have been accurate and social
planning formulations have been in keeping with them. There have been no

serious deviations or errors. Still, "falling behind" sometimes seems inevitable.

In this regard, the most illustrative example must be the cropping up of
the problem of so—called "killing schools" (forcing schools to close down)
because of the continuous drop in the number of school—age children in recent
years. For one thing, to keep schools running there must be continuity. A school
cannot be opened one day and then suddenly closed the next. Closing down a
school needs cooperation of the school-running organization(s). "Surplus"
teachers must be re—allocated. But, lately, the problem seems to have turned
the corner. Many children born in Hong Kong to Mainland parents who are
not Hong Kong residents are now at their school—starting age and, arranged by
their parents, coming to attend school in Hong Kong. Suddenly, "fresh troops"
are joining the army of Hong Kong's school—age children. As a result, there is no
need to "kill schools" and teachers can continue working. Places in schools in the
North District of the New Territories even become insufficient to meet growing

demand.

Such changes were not anticipated by the Census & Statistics
Department. This shows that, after all, results of surveys and statistics just form a
basic foundation for formulating relevant policies and measures which, however,

must be adjusted in accordance with changes in circumstances.

The results of the latest census as released yesterday not only raise certain
difficult problems for future policy makers, but also call for attention and concern

of the general public. These results show three major changes.

One is that the population is ageing - the median age rose from 36.7 in
2001 to 41.7 last year. In other words, over the past decade, an average
"Hongkonger" has become five years "older", bidding farewell to his youth to
enter his middle age!

The second is that there are even more females than males. Ten years ago,
there were 960 males per 1,000 females, but this has dropped to 876 per 1,000 in
2011.

The third is that people tend to get married at an older age, despite there
being more and more women. Amongst men of marriageable age (between 20
and 49), 46.8% remained unmarried last year, up from 39% a decade ago. The

ratio for unmarried women rose to 38.9% from 34%.

These three fundamental changes - population ageing, fewer men and

fewer marriages -~ speak for themselves about what changes they will bring
to the development of Hong Kong society, economy and other aspects. Among
others, population ageing surely deserves most concern. By 2035, one out of
every four Hongkongers will be aged 65 and above. In other words, by then
there will be a shortage of labour. A young person may need to look after six
elderly people: his parents and their parents, and the burden of public health care
will become even more overloaded.

Therefore, in face of the latest population statistics, the SAR Government
must — as quickly as possible — conduct a review and draw up a comprehensive
population policy, including raising the child allowance for tax deduction to
encourage marriage, providing greater home mortgage interest deductions to
encourage young people to get married, speeding up the launch of a universal
medical insurance scheme, seriously considering setting up a universal retirement
protection scheme, and allocating more resources to provide more
nursing—home places and enhance home and community care services for the
elderly. On the other hand, the results of the latest census give us a new
perspective to view the problem of influx of pregnant Mainland women to give
birth in Hong Kong, which has caused an uproar in society recently. We are
getting "old", so it may not be a bad thing for some new blood to be injected into
our society. With good planning and arrangements, babies born in Hong Kong to
non—resident parents could be a blessing to our society. One may look at Japan
and some other North European countries with ageing populations; they are
more than happy to welcome other people to come to deliver babies or to settle

down.
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WORDS AND USAGE

(DFall behind (phrasal verb) -
(&t - TR)
Examples: 1. I was il for a week and tell behind with my work. 2. He fell behind
when we were climbing the mountain.
(2) Crop up (phrasal verb) — To appear when it is not expected; to happen
suddenly. ( ([HRHESE ) Ze/RHA > BAMEE)

Examples: 1. I can't make it tonight - something has cropped up. 2. Some new

To fail to do something fast enough or on time.

problems cropped up at the last minute.
(3@ Turn the corner (idiom) —
situation starts to improve after a difficult period. (B )

Examples: 1. Certainly, the company's been through difficult times but I think

If something or someone turns the corner, their

we can safely say that we have now turned the corner. 2. I was really il on
Tuesday and Wednesday but I think I've finally turned the corner.

(@) Speak for itself/themselves (idiom) —
does not need any explanation. ( N5 Ml )

Examples: 1. I'm not going to talk about our business successes. I think the report

If something speaks for itself, it

speaks for itself. 2. The expressions on their faces spoke for themselves: they hated
the show.

(5)Draw sth up (phrasal verb) -
thinking. (7] %E:])

Examples: 1. Clear guidelines need to be drawn up. 2. My solicitor is drawing up

To make or write something that needs careful

the contract.
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Language Skill and Memory (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

After reading the news story about
language skill and memory, I talked to a
friend who is being regarded by many as
one of the best writers in Hong Kong.
We discussed whether Hong Kong
people who are bilingual could have less
memory problems when they are eighty
years old and whether some training in
languages for the elderly could sharpen
their brains.

It would be wonderful if someone

abilities of local students. From time to
time, there is some sort of outcry in
Hong Kong advocating the wuse of
mother tongue (BEEE ) as the medium
of teaching and learning. Yet I have not
seen any convincing study showing that
using only one language can make
people's brains work better.

A few days ago, I read another news
story about eating less twice a week can

help protect against brain diseases such as
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