EDITORIAL

Time for Tang and Leung to
compete with policy platforms

The one—month nomination period for the election of Hong Kong's
fourth—term Chief Executive came to an end yesterday. Three runners have
got sufficient nominations and been officially confirmed as candidates for the CE
election. They are Henry Tang Ying—yen, Leung Chun—ying and Albert Ho
Chun—yan. The list will be gazetted according to the law.

At the same time, campaigns for the CE election also officially kicked off.
Polling will take place on 25 March. This means that in the upcoming three and a
half weeks, all the three candidates must spare no efforts to solicit more supportive
votes. Under effective rules, a nomination does not automatically translate into a
vote. A nomination is signed while a vote is secret. Hence, it is possible that a
candidate may not win all the votes from his nominators. He must try his best to

secure votes from his nominators and solicit more from others.

As a matter of fact, the two candidates from the "pro—establishment" camp,
Henry Tang Ying—yen and Leung Chun—ying have got 390 and 305
nominations respectively, each still having a long way to go to secure the minimal
601 votes, or more than half of the 1,200 members of the Election Committee,
for winning out as required. They surely will have to spare no pains in next three

and a half weeks to solicit and secure every possible supportive vote.

Then, what should the two candidates compete with ? "Exposure of scandals"
? "Smearing" ? Certainly not. If, in the next 20—odd days, attention would still
be focused on follow—up negative news about these two candidates, then not
only the 1,200 members of the Election Committee will feel greatly
Is such the
standard and quality a future leader of Hong Kong society should have ?

disappointed, but citizens will also shake their heads and sigh :

Therefore, it can be certain that as the election period begins following the
conclusion of the nomination period, the two candidates from the
"pro—establishment" camp must distance themselves from all "disputes" and
return to the right track of election by competing with their policy platforms,
ideals and capabilities. Likewise, the 1,200 members of the Election Committee
must also try to "forget" the "scandals" exposed at the previous stage and make
their re—evaluations of these two "pro—establishment" candidates based on their
policy platforms, ideals and capabilities, so as to responsibly cast their votes on

behalf of the seven million Hong Kong people.

Naturally, some people would argue that a policy platform is just something
"on paper" full of "empty promises", which may never be honoured afterwards.
Such saying has its reason. In fact, the operation of the SAR Government does
not rely on the CE alone. To put into practice a good policy platform or ideals, a
CE must have the help and cooperation of a good team. In the final analysis,
however, a leader's quality, vision, capability and commitment could play a
decisive role. Otherwise, there is no need to elect a CE in such a serious and

solemn matter.

The policy platforms of the two "pro—establishment" candidates, as they are
presented, are — generally speaking — quite detailed and comprehensive,
covering issues concerning economic development, housing, education, medical

care, social welfare and the influx of pregnant Mainland women to give birth in
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Hong Kong. But a careful examination will find they both are somewhat too
broad and general. That is, all issues are touched but few sharp viewpoints and
analyses are offered. Lacking are new thinking and creative ideas. Or, when there
is some comparatively more innovative idea, there is short of elaboration and

theoretical support — so much so that their feasibility appears dubious.

For instance, in his policy plattorm - We Are Tomorrow, Henry Tang
proposes to grant a monthly allowance of $3,000 to each retired person whose
cash asset is less than $180,000. For this, the government will spend $6 billion
each year. This is not a big problem in times when the government cofters are
"flooded" or full of money. However, in case there is a big depression in the
outside economic environment, will Hong Kong as an externally—oriented
economy still be able to sustain huge public expenditure ? Moreover, what is the

difference between his proposal and a universal retirement protection scheme ?

Likewise, Leung Chun—ying, in his policy platform - One Heart, One Vision
for Hong Kong, proposes to build more public housing units so as to "shorten"
the wait time for qualified citizens. But where to find the land needed ? How
would this affect the private property market ? Clear explanations are lacking.
Consequently, it is believed that the two candidates will further substantiate and
improve their policy platforms.
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WORDS AND USAGE

1) Cometoanend (idiom) - Conclude 5 terminate. ( 2
)
Examples -

A R

1. All good things must come to an end. ( X FHETEZ )
2. Will the world come to an end ?

(@ Kick off (phrasal verb) — To begin. (Bt + 1BBHFHE)
Examples © 1. The show kicks off this week. 2. What time does the match kick

off ?

QOn Paper (idiom )
be good or true when you read or think about it but it might not be good or true
in areal situation. (#{.F () )

Examples *

— If something seems good or true on paper, it seems to
1. It's a fine scheme on paper, but will it work in practice ? 2. On
paper it could work, but I won't be convinced until I see it for myself.

@ In the final/last analysis (idiom)

important after everything has been discussed.

- Used to say what is most
(REIE - FRRASIE )
Examples 1. All real education is, in the final analysis, self—education. 2. They

realized that in the last analysis their job was to tell the public the facts.

B)Incase (idiom) - If: in the event that something takes place. ( e -
—H)
Examples © 1. He keeps a fire extinguisher in his car, just in case. 2. I don't

expect much traffic, but in case there is some, I think we should leave early.
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Multi-lingualism

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

On the website of the BBC there is a
story about a new book by Michael Erard.
It is a book on learning languages called
Babel No More: The Search for the
World's Most Extraordinary —Language
Learners.

Michael Erard found that very few
people could speak more than 11
languages. According to Erard, if the
languages are English, French, Mandarin,
Japanese, Hindi and Russian, that would
be more significant from a learner's
perspective than 11 Romance languages
such as Italian, French and Spanish. It
might imply that learning two languages
from Europe and Asia could be more
difficult than learning four European
languages.

In his book, he tries to explain why
some people can learn so many languages.

He believes those people have an ability to

switch between languages Very easily, and
that involves cognitive ( & %1 ) skills
which are often heritable ( AJ3E{E[] ) .

It might be a good excuse for some
students in Hong Kong whose first
langauge is Cantonese because if they are
asked by their parents or teachers why they
cannot speak good English, they can
simply answer : "because I do not have the
inherited ability." Of course most of the
teachers and parents would not accept that
answer. However, [ think when we have
more knowledge on bilingualism, we
might be more open to answers like that.

The same BBC story also points out
something interesting : the easiest language
for native English speakers to learn is said
to be Dutch; and the five most difficult
languages for native English speakers are
Arabic,

and Korean.

Cantonese, Mandarin, Japanese




