EDITORIAL

Let's become more united
to take good care of Hong Kong

In the Legislative council (Legco) yesterday, Chief Executive Donald Tsang
Yam—kuen made a solemn apology to the public, with his head bowed and tears

in his eyes.

Upon seeing such an embarrassment scene, some people may wonder whether
it is too unkind and ungrateful to treat a civil servant who is about to retire after

serving society for 45 years.

Being kind and grateful is surely important. But for a fair society with the rule
of law, kindness and gratitude cannot substitute the criterion for right and wrong.
Serving the public for 45 years is also not an excuse for violating rules in certain

circumstances.

Donald Tsang only paid market fares to take business tycoons' luxury yachts
and jet planes, and rented a luxuriously—decorated 6,000—square—foot penthouse
in Shenzhen. When he was engaging himself in such matters, didn't he ever
think of the ancient teaching: "Never doing anything that could arouse
suspicion"? Didn't he ever think of anti—corruption rules that strictly forbid civil
servants from accepting any interest? Didn't he ever think of the ethical integrity a

CE should have and the possible social effects of his misconduct?

Facts have proved he had simply forgot all these. So when citizens saw (on the
media) their CE show up — at ease and relaxed — on a tycoon's yacht, they felt it
hard to believe what they saw with their own eyes, and even harder to accept

such a fact.

Therefore, the solemn apology Donald Tsang made is a price he has to pay for
his own misconducts. Toward severe criticisms in this regard made by the public,
lawmakers and most media outlets, he must not feel upset and antagonistic.
Instead he should feel thankful and self—reproachful. For, such criticisms show
that citizens have very high moral standards and expectations for the CE and SAR
Government, that there still exist in Hong Kong society strong views about right
and wrong and about the rule of law, as well as the courage to speak out and resist
against any unreasonable matters. Isn't this the most important and valuable
quality of Hong Kong society?

Donald Tsang's apology yesterday was sincere and deep. When he mentioned
that his misconducts had shaken public confidence in clean government and
Hong Kong system, he became dejected, choking with sobs. He solemnly
apologised for the damages on society caused by his misconducts. Such an

apology should be acceptable to the public and gain their forgiveness.

With Donald Tsang's deep self—reflection and solemn apology and giving up
his lease to rent the luxury penthouse in Shenzhen, the incident should be closed

for the time being.

Right now, a series of major events are taking place in the SAR. Election of the
fourth—term CE is going on vigorously. Hong Kong has recorded decline in
exports in two consecutive quarters. Citizens still feel troubled by the influx of
pregnant Mainland women to give birth in Hong Kong. The annual sessions of
the National People's Congress (NPC) And Chinese People's Political

Consultative Conference (CPPCC) are to be convened soon in Beijing, which
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will further discuss how to integrate Hong Kong's economy into the national
12th Five—Year Plan--

With such important matters to deal with, Donald Tsang must be allowed to
focus all his efforts and energy on leading the principal officials and all civil
servants to do a better job to keep Hong Kong society moving forward. He will
also need to prepare for handing over his duty to the next CE. There is no way for
him to step back or even stay put.

At this moment, the job of the CE is even tougher and his responsibility
heavier. Donald Tsang must hold fast to his post, working harder to repay citizens

for their forgiveness.

More importantly, at this crucial moment, not only the CE must not leave his
post and the government must not slacken its efforts in administration, but all
Hong Kong people should also see this as a crucial moment to get united to ride
out the predicament. The SAR Government is not for one person, the SAR is
not of one person. Only with the participation and joint efforts of all people, can
problems facing the SAR be possibly solved. Right now, it is of utmost
importance for citizens to show their trust in and lend their support to the
administration of SAR  Government in accordance with the law, and to
effectively help the SAR Government complete the current major tasks — so as to
restore social confidence and rebuild social harmony. This is in the interest of

Hong Kong people and for their well—-being.

Not to mention that certain time—honoured core values in Hong Kong
society, such as law—biding, coexistence of difterent interests of various sectors
and tolerance toward others with good intention, must never be shaken and

jeopardized.
02 March2012

WORDS AND USAGE

() Engage sb in sth/doing sth (phrasal verb) —
someone in (doing) something. ( ({f ) #£Z5 » 21
Examples: 1.She engaged me in small talk. 2.He was engaged in running a small

To involve or occupy

business.
(2 Think of (phrasal verb) - To keep in mind for attention or consideration.

(fE0E - )

Examples: 1.Think of the starving children in Africa! I couldn't think of the
name of that man anyhowl couldn't think of the name of that man anyhow2.1
couldn't think of the name of that man.

3 Show up (phrasal verb) — To appear or arrive. ( {37 > S&[H] )

Examples: 1. I wonder if she'll show up at all. 2.He showed up late for his own
wedding.

(@) Give up (phrasal verb) - To stop having or doing something, (A » # 1)

Examples: 1. Coastguards had given up all hope of finding the two divers alive. 2.
T'wish I could give up smoking.
®) Stay put (idiom) — To stay where one is. (BHTEERE » =41

Examples: 1. Just stay put until I get the car. 2. We've dc‘aded to stay put and not

to move to Florida.
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The Students' Parents

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

The schooling system in Hong
Kong should enable students to have
better language skills. I

believe that most students in Hong

strongly

Kong can have better language skills if
they are given enough support.

The kind of support I have in
mind is not just what we have been
talking for years, such as having
smaller classes or having more native
Of fundamental

design of a

speakers as teachers.
importance is the
comprehensive  programme to let
students know better their attitudes
towards language learning and how
they can improve their language skills.
It is also useful if we have more
knowledge  about why different
students have different language skills.
Schoolteachers can give students better
support if they know more about their
while

students' parents. For exmaple,

talking to the students' parents, I will
ask them whether they like to talk to
their children. In particular, T will like
to know whether they like to listen to
their children. If they are those
"traditional" parents who do not like
their children to "talk back" to them,
then it is likely that their children will
not have enough chance to express
themselves and to develop their
language skills.

Talking to the parents and listening
to their ways of using language can
enable teachers to know the potential

of their The kind of

parents use

students.
language  the will
inevitably affect their children. If the
parents often use abusive language to
hurt their children, like shouting to
them and picking their mistakes, then
it 1s difficult for their children to love

learning languages.
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