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EDITORIAL

Congratulations to Leung Chun—ying
on his election as next CE

Voting of the fourth—term Chief Executive (CE) of the Hong Kong SAR
was held yesterday. Leung Chun—ying, one of the candidates, was elected with
689 votes. The administration of the SAR Government will turn a new page of
"taking on a right path". While stability is to be preserved, change will be sought to

politics, economy and people's livelihood in Hong Kong society.

This is a moment worthy of celebration. This is a moment full of aspirations
and hopes. Furthermore, this is an important moment for Hong Kong society to
get united for a new start. This is a moment worthy of celebration with joy and
excitement not just for Leung and his supporters and family, but also for all Hong
Kong people. Fifteen years after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, the SAR
now has a new leader. In future, how opportunities are to be grasped, difficulties
overcome and challenges tackled, all will rely on the strong and correct leadership
of the CE— Leung Chun—ying, but will even more rely on the all-out
cooperation and support of every Hong Kong citizen including the 160,000 civil
servants. The CE is elected by votes cast by only the 1,200 Election Committee
members. But the CE so elected belongs to the whole of Hong Kong society and
to all Hong Kong people. In future, what Leung needs is not just the support of
600 or 700 votes, but the recognition and support of seven million Hong Kong

people.

That Leung was successfully elected as the fourth—term CE has its
profound social background and causes. This merits a thorough discussion, which
is of important significance for Leung to perform his administrative duties in

future, and for citizens to know him better.

Since the CE election race kicked off, Leung's support had been rising
quickly. In various opinion polls, his popularity quickly soared from 5% in the
beginning to once near 50%. Such an increase was really astonishing. This could
be attributed to two different factors:

Leung's own personal experience has helped him a lot to win popular
support. Today, if a new Below the Lion Rock series is to be shot, perhaps little
effort is needed to write the script. One can simply put in Leungs story: a son of a
Shandong immigrant—turned policeman; a mother who had to help feeding the
family by assembling plastic flowers; a man who had grown up on steamed bums
but in his youth kept exerting himself in his study and eventually managed to
pursue his further study in England and become a professional surveyor; and now
that man manages to climb up to the crown of the "power centre" where his father
used to guard the gate'** In addition, Leung's participation in the drafting and
consultation of the Basic Law years ago already began to draw Hong Kong
people's attention to a slim, tall young man who often showed up with Central
Government leaders and rich Hong Kong businesspeople. From then on, the

name of "Leung Chun—ying" has become familiar to Hong Kong people.

What is more important is the performance of the SAR Government and
social circumstances. Nearly 15 years have passed since Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland. We have had two CEs in three terms of office: Tung Chee—hwa and
Donald Tsang Yam—kuen, who both had once brought longing, harmony and joy
to citizens. But most of the time, political antagonism has prevailed in society with
economic development stagnating and people's livelihood little improved, and the
government's administration has remained largely inefficient. Particularly in recent
years, housing prices have kept soaring and wealth gap widening, making citizens
feel increasingly helpless, discontent and even disgusted. With a "businessman
running Hong Kong", the SAR Government led by the son of "Shipping King"
had ran into difficulty in its governance; with a "civil servant running Hong

a bureaucratic elite proves he just wants to "get his job done". Hence,
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shouldn't now be the time to "seek a change" of the chief of the SAR?

Therefore, when a new page is to be turned, it can be predicted that Leung
Chun—ying could possibly become the best CE hitherto. For, he has qualities and
characteristics different from his two predecessors, including stronger political
awareness and the capability to deal with complicated problems and to handle
crises and predicaments — as evident in his managing to catch up from far behind
during the election race. More importantly, needless to say, his two predecessors
have left him extremely valuable experiences and lessons with their successes and

failures.

Therefore, as long as Leung could, with his promise in his election
statement yesterday, really serve Hong Kong and citizens with modesty and
gratefulness, unite personages from various sectors including his defeated
opponents in the election race to jointly reconstruct Hong Kong, earnestly
safeguard the core values of Hong Kong society, proactively tackle social
problems — such as soaring prices, housing, medical care and education, and
resolve in—depth contradictions in Hong Kong society, as well as make good use
of the support from the Motherland and the Central Government, then it is
possible for him to become a CE with fine performance and achievement to the

satisfaction of Hong Kong people and the Central Government.

In this regard, Leung must pay attention to several aspects in his future

governance, including two "stabilisations" and three "key links".

One of the two "stabilisations" is to stabilise the team of principal officials
and the civil service with the faith that they are all willing to serve Hong Kong
society, because governance requires stability and continuity. The second is to
seek social solidarity, stabilise

especially  to the grand unity of the

pro—establishment camp on the basis of loving Hong Kong and the nation.

As for the three "key links",
the Mainland as the foothold of all economic works. This should be Leung's strong

the first is to strengthen the integration with

point. The second is to make improving people's livelihood a focus of his
governance, including narrowing the wealth gap and increasing chances for young
people at the grass—roots to move upward (in society). This should also be
something he is quite familiar with. The third is to make breakthrough in
democratisation. That the chief executive in 2017 and the Legislative Council in
2020 can be elected by universal suffrage offers a "Heaven—given opportunity" for

Leung to promote and achieve "grand reconciliation" based on democracy.

As for another pro—establishment candidate Mr. Henry Tang Ying—jen, it
is true that although he was defeated in the CE election, but "one flaw cannot
obscure the splendor of the jade" and "a person must not be judged by his
one—time success or failure." His consistent stand of loving the nation and Hong
Kong and his contributions are absolutely undeniable. Even his courage to insist
on running the election race and make incessant improvement amid exposed
scandals has been obvious to all and won praises. The CE is an important post with
great honour. But one may not need to become a CE in order to serve society,
citizens and the Motherland worthily. The Tang family's tradition of patriotism
and working with down—to—earth practicality won't stop at Henry Tang.

Here we congratulate on Leung Chu—ying for his being elected as the
fourth—term CE of the SAR, and quote President Hu Jintao's instruction as an
encouragement for him: "To concentrate all energy and efforts on economic
development, to practically and effectively improve people's livelihood, to orderly

promote democracy step by step, and to promote harmony with (the spirit of)
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tolerance and coexistence."
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The Students' Speech

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

After writing for two weeks in this
column about the way people speak, I
have several suggestions to make.

Speech is a very important method of
communication. To train Hong Kong
students to speak well in English, schools
should give them lessons at least once a
week to improve their language skill.
During such lessons, the students should
They
should be told to avoid speaking empty

be encouraged to speak boldly.
words. In particular, they should avoid
repeating the lines and paragraphs in their
textbooks.

Some teachers like to use drama to
teach English and they ask their students
to memorize the lines in a play. Of
course it helps if the students read a lot

of plays. However, by just remembering

students' speech? Well, it's good to speak

grammatically correct. However, when
we communicate by speech, grammar is
not the most important thing. The most
important elements are what to say and
Just

conversations of most adults or the way

how to say it listen to the
public figures answer questions in press
conferences, then you'll know that.

It is quite often that people speak in
an unclear or ambiguous manner. That is
what I have written about in this
column. Do they want to make their
points clear, or they just want
ambiguities? Perhaps they prefer to avoid
talking about the truth. Or, they have the
habit of saying things in a "more or less"
manner?

Here is a small example. Once, after
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| BIREZ 2 2012/03/26 KARitEF acquire the necessary language skill in "OK la". T asked him what he meant by
real life. "OK la". He said, "that means there's
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