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EDITORIAL

Chiet Executive should be
subject to anti—corruption rules

Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen paid a nine—day overseas visit
in mid—April. During his visit to Brazil, he reportedly stayed in a hotel
presidential suite for one night at a cost of over $50,000. This has created an
uproar in society.

This surely is not a good thing for the reputations of both the Chief
Executive and the whole SAR Government. Particularly, the Chief Executive
himself has already in trouble following earlier reports about his using tycoons'
private jets and luxury yachts and renting a luxuriously decorated big apartment,
with opposition lawmakers putting forward a vote of non—confidence motion
and even demanding for his impeachment. The "$50,000" presidential suite for a
night simply provides more ammunition to politicians. For grass—roots citizens, it
is unimaginable to spend $50,000 for a night in a hotel suite. Not to mention that
it was paid for with public funds or taxpayers’ blood—and—sweat money.

On this, Donald Tsang and Director of the Chief Executive's Office
Gabriel Leung Cheuk—wai yesterday made their explanations respectively. In
summary, factors in selecting a hotel for the Chief Executive's accommodation
on official trips normally include transportation and security. It must also be taken
into consideration whether he would meet foreign guests or the press. Therefore,
a suite with more space is needed. In the past, during a visit to Switzerland, the
Chief Executive had to sit on his bed in his hotel room for a press interview
because no suite was available. This time, in the Brazilian city, Brasilia, where the
Chief Executive visited, public security was not so good and there were not many
hotels to pick and choose.

Such considerations no doubt can explain that certain protocols and
standards are needed for accommodation, meals and transport for the Chief
Executive during overseas trips to ensure the smooth—going of the visits. After
all, Hong Kong SAR is an international metropolis under "one country two
systems". Therefore, it is improper to demand the Chief Executive to lodge in a
"three—star" hotel. Nor would citizens have such an unreasonable demand. But
given standards and protocols, is it necessary to spend $50,000 for a night in a
hotel? Is it really improper to meet foreign guests or sign agreements in a hotel

room at a cost of $20,000 = 30,000 per day? The answer is obviously No.

From another perspective, however, what kind of hotels should the Chief
Executive stay during an overseas trip? What is the upper limit to the daily rent of
a hotel room for him? What are the standards for his meals and banquets he may
give to guests? What kind of vehicle should he take?... One can finds no answers

to such questions in existing rules and regulations.

As a matter of fact, as is evident from the dispute in the case of Donald
Tsang's accepting tycoons' entertainments whether interests or "potential
interests" are involved, the existing Independent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC) and civil service rules governing the conduct of public
servants only apply to civil servants at all levels and bureau— and department—
secretaries. But the Chief Executive is not subject to such rules. In questioning
Donald Tsang's accepting tycoons' entertainments, opposition lawmakers'

accusations are mostly exaggerated and ungrounded. But their criticism, that the
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Chief Executive is not subject to any existing anti—corruption laws or rules,

could be said to get to the heart of the problem.

Therefore, in face of such problems, the imminent task is to work out
relevant regulations as quickly as possible so that the Chief Executive will be
subject to anti—corruption rules, not to keep on discussing why Donald Tsang
wanted to spent $50,000 for a night in a hotel during his visit to Brazil. And the
requirements and rules for the Chief Executive must be higher and stricter than
those for civil servants and secretaries. "A crooked stick will have a crooked
shadow." It is a responsibility of the leader of a government to play an exemplary

role for others to follow.

Right now, an independent committee led by retired chief justice
Andrew Li Kwok—nang is studying whether the Chief Executive should also be
subject to anti—corruption rules governing the conduct of public servants. It is
hoped that Justice Li will not just make some suggestions but will help the SAR
Government to work out and pass relevant regulations to constitutionally and
legally improve the anti—corruption mechanism for the Chief Executive so as to

make the rule of law in the SAR even fairer and sounder.

When Chief Executive—elect Leung Chun—ying earlier travelled to
Beijing to accept the "letter of appointment”, Premier Wen Jiabao sincerely
urged a demand for those who govern to remain clean. At this crucial moment of
transition of administration, Premier Wen's weighty advice also serves as all—time
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reminder for all who govern.

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Create/make an uproar (idiom) — To cause an outburst or sensation. ( 5|
FLEED )

Examples: 1. The dog got into church and created an uproar. 2.Her poodle made
an uproar in the restaurant.
2 In trouble (idiom) — In danger; in difficulty; due for punishment. ( ( HE)
JiikEL )

Examples: 1.If you don't be quiet, you're going to be in trouble. 2. The company
was in trouble for months, and then went bankrupt.
(3 Pay for sth (with sth) (phrasal verb) — To make payment (with something)
for something. ( Fi-+++ 30

Examples: 1.1 will pay you for the loan you made me with the money I get from
selling my car. 2.Can I pay for it with a check?
(@) Pick and choose (idiom) — To be selective; to take time and care to choose
something you really want. ( $35

Examples: 1. You must take what you are given. You cannot pick and choose. 2.
There are so few jobs in the financial sector at the moment that you are not really
in a position to pick and choose.
(5)Subject to sth (idiom) - Being under the control or authority of something.

(-]

Examples: 1.All citizens in this nation are subject to the law. 2. Roaming tariff

and destinations are subject to change without prior notice.
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Porridge or Porridges

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In a book about London by Jerry
White called London in the 20th
Century, there is a little story about the
interactionszxbe ( A.Hf) ) of people from
different parts of England. One Londoner
said he had
Worcester and heard that it was called

eaten the asparagus of
"orass". And the Londoner visited the
homes of some Scotsmen and heard that
they talked about porridge (a breakfast
food made by boiling crushed grain in
milk or water)
"porridges". (P.99)

There is a note on this remark,

using a plural form,

indicating that White got the information
from another book. I am not going to
dig out from where the speech came, I
just want to point out that the plural
form has always troubled me, not only
because there is no plural form in
Chinese, but also because some plural
forms, similar to the case in Jerry's book,

have a "regional difference". Some words

do not need "s" in an English dictionary,
but they have "s$" in an American
dictionary. Sometimes [ follow simple
logic and see whether the item is
countable or uncountable. Or, I would
say porridge or different kinds of porridge.

In Hong Kong, probably not many
people would call asparagus "grass" in
English. If a student writes "I ate grass
cooked with rice in a restaurant...", not
many teachers would add a remark like:
"do you come from Worcester or some
part of England where asparagus is called
grass?"

In Jerry White's book, he talks about
how colourful Londoners are and how
they try to understand one another's
expressions.

In a story on the BBC website called
"Asparagus, royalty and the joys of
seasonal eating", I learnt that in Germany
white asparagus is referred to by some

people as "the king of vegetables".




