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EDITORIAL

Ma Ying—jeou should take new
steps in cross—Strait policy

Taiwanese leader Ma Ying—jeou, who successtully won his re—election
in the island's "presidential" election in January, kicked off his second term
yesterday. In his inauguration speech, besides elaborating on how to improve
Taiwan's competitiveness, Ma stressed the need to maintain the status quo
over the Taiwan Strait of "no reunification, no independence and no war" to
promote peaceful development on the basis of the 1992 Consensus. Four years
ago, Ma created a new cross—Strait situation, starting from this point and
principle. Now with his reiteration of this adopted line, it seems cross—Strait

relations will move forward steadily over the next four years.

In recent years, some very desirable changes have taken place in
cross—Taiwan—Strait relations. When he came to power four years ago, Ma
began to stabilise relations in the direction of peaceful development by
adhering to the 1992 Consensus on the "one China" concept. This enabled the
Mainland's Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Straits (ARATS) and
Taiwan's Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) to resume cross—Strait talks on
people—to—people aftairs after a nine—year hiatus. This has resulted in ARATS
and SEF signing 16 important agreements up to now. In particular, the Economic
Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA) signed by both sides paved the way
for economic integration between the two sides across the Taiwan Strait,
opening up new prospects for common development and prosperity of the two
economies. The two sides have also established the "three grand direct links" (of
trade, communication and mail), which had been obstructed again and again
during the tenure of Chen Shui—bian. Last year some 7.1 million people travelled
across the Strait. On average, there are now nearly 100 direct flights daily across
the Taiwan Straits. The two sides have also entered a new stage of "mass
exchange, close cooperation and grand development". To upgrade cross—Strait

relations in future, there will need to be a new driving force and Fresh energy.

No doubt it was a wise move for Ma Ying—jeou to reiterate his adherence
to the 1992 Consensus. For this is the most fundamental prerequisite for
promoting cross—Strait exchange and cooperation. But as cross—Strait
negotiations gradually move into the "deep—water zone", if the two sides fail to
further consolidate political mutual trust, development of cross—Strait relations
can hardly be deepened. Although development of cross—Strait relations in the
next four years will still focus on trade and economic exchanges, some sensitive
issues inevitably will be touched upon. Ma mentioned in his inauguration speech
Taiwan's hope to expand its participation in international organisations. Hence,
improving political mutual trust is meant to develop a clearer common
understanding on such matters of principle as recognizing both sides belonging to
one China and safeguarding this one China framework, so as to consistently
create more favourable conditions and improve the environment for dealing with

new issues and problems pOPPING UP in cross—Strait ties in various domains.

In the past four years the two sides have been holding vigorous exchanges
in trade, economy, culture, education, communications and judiciary. But
behind the hustle and bustle of such exchanges, attention should be given to
their quality. Taiwan opened itself up to investment by Mainland capital as early
as in 2009, but little progress has been seen in this regard. By comparison,
Mainland investment in Taiwan now is only equal to 1% of Taiwanese
investment in the Mainland which is over US $10 billion. A major reason is
because authorities concerned in Taiwan have set too high thresholds for

Mainland investments. In addition, the number of Mainland students going to

study in Taiwan has remained limited due to Taiwan's restrictions such as no
scholarship for Mainland students and the ban on them taking jobs in Taiwan
after graduation. Moreover, the Pingtan Comprehensive Experimental Zone in
Fujian could be said to be an experimental ground for local cooperation between
the Mainland and Taiwan and a new vehicle to promote peaceful development
across the Strait. But Taiwanese authorities have threatened to punish any
Taiwanese citizen who would take up a public job in Pingtan. It seems Taiwanese
authorities must abolish out—dated laws and regulations to remove blockages in
cross—Strait exchanges. Only in this way can cross—Strait relations keep

progressing with ease.

In his first—term inauguration speech, Ma had promised to conduct
negotiations with the Mainland on a peace treaty. But he made no mention of
this in his second—term inauguration speech. It is true that cross—Strait talks
follow the principles of "economic affairs preceding political issues" and "easy
problems preceding difficult ones", but this does not mean that sensitive political
and military topics should never be touched upon. As a saying goes "a journey of
a thousand miles starts with the first step", if no new step is ever to be taken, no
new plan is ever going to be drafted, then what has been achieved in cross—Strait

exchanges can hardly be consolidated and carried forward.

Ma Ying—jeou's inauguration speech focused more on how to deal with
the island's domestic economic affairs. This is because his dealing with "internal
affairs" recently has aroused controversy inside the island. But the development of
cross—Strait relations equally concern Taiwan's future economic construction
and social prosperity. Ma should not feel content with what he has achieved in
promoting cross—Strait relations over the past four years. At present, cross—Strait
relations are at their best status in 60 years. The two sides must grab the
opportunity to strive to promote the peaceful development of their relations
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toward the bright road of peaceful reunification.

WORDS AND USAGE

() Status quo (noun) —
term "statu quo" - literally meaning "the state in which". (B

The existing condition or state of affairs (from Latin

Examples: 1. They have no wish for any change in the status quo. 2.By 492 votes
to 391, the tederation voted to maintain the status quo.
(2 Adhere to sth (phrasal verb) —
a particular course of action, plan, or set of beliefs. ( REMT > B - 581G )
Examples: 1. The stamp won't adhere to the envelope. 2. They failed to adhere to

To stick to something; to follow or "stick to"

our agreement.
(3 Open sth up (phrasal verb) - To make something possible, available or able
to be reached. (ERERE ~ FIGEMESE B )
Examples: 1.New opportunities are opening up tor investors by the new rail link.
2.t was also felt that the collapse of the system opened up new possibilities.
(@)Pop up (phrasal verb) — To appear suddenly. ( ZEZAHER )
Examples: 1. A new problem has popped up. 2. After World War II, pizzerias
popped up in every city in the nation.
(5 Hustle and bustle (idiom) = Busy, excited and noisy activity. ( TCICREE
- BROCIELE )
Examples: 1.Some folks delight in the hustle and bustle of holiday shopping. 2.
He wanted a little cottage far away from the hustle and bustle of city Iife.
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The Chart—toppers (3)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

What will students in Hong Kong say
if they are asked why people succeed at
school?

When I was a secondary school
student, T would probably say: "I am
responsible for my exam results. It
depends on how hard T work." At that
time, I could not question the
competence of the teachers or how
sensible the exam questions were.

I had different

answers to such a question. And to other

Some years later,

questions as well. Once, while visiting
East Berlin a year after the fall of the

from what I could think of in my school
days. Some of them say it depends on
whether one has the money to go to one
of those "special tuition schools". Some
say it is a matter of luck or fengshui ( Jfl
7K ) . Some say that one has to be stupid
because the education system is not
designed for intelligent students.

Have I heard some of them say that
"it depends on how hard I work"?

Perhaps. But even I myself do not
believe it is just about how hard one
works. Very often I tell my students not
to work too hard before their exams.
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