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EDITORIAL

"Filibustering" to delay
government restructuring intolerable

Chief Executive—Elect Leung Chun—Ying has proposed a restructuring plan to
form a government with "3 + 14" policy bureaus. Promoted to the public
recently, it has aroused hearty responses in various sectors, with many people
expressing their support to the government restructuring aimed at improving

administrative efficiency and promoting long—term economic development.

However, despite Leung proposed the restructuring after careful consideration
and out of the need for his governance, despite various civil service organisations
are not against the plan, despite personages in various sectors and citizens in
general have confidence in and pin their hopes on the restructuring,
opposition lawmakers are putting on airs that they would not let the bill pass
easily when it is presented to the Legislative Council's (Legco) Finance
Committee for consideration and to the Legco's general session for voting.
Raymond Wong Yuk—man and Albert Chan Wai—yip are "sharpening their
swords", threatening to take even more radical tactics then filibustering to
"cripple" the restructuring bill. Obstacles are being placed one after another
before the government restructuring plan, posing a tough challenge to Leung's

first step in his governance.

Recently, the "filibustering" farce at Legco against the by—election bill has
caused a big uproar in society, arousing much controversy over the legislature's
democratic nature and checking function. Some people agree that the filibuster is
an abuse of procedure and waste of public funds, but still think filibustering is an
effective way of democratic check and thus should not be restricted. In this
regard, politicians' has in fact pulled the wool over some people's eyes
with their banana oil.

Needless to say, making a filibustering speech, carrying out a collective pullout
and causing a lack of a quorum are all legal opposition tactics in a legislature. But
the crux of the matter lies not in "filibustering" or causing "a lack of quorum"
itself, but rather in the motivation behind such activities and their possible

consequences.

The opposition wants to block the passage of the by—election bill because they
hope to launch more "resignations on masse for de facto referendum". Right
now, they want to block the consideration and passage of the government
restructuring bill not out of the concern whether there is a need to create new
posts for two deputy secretaries and set up two new bureaus for information and
technology and culture. Rather it is simply because they want to set an obstacle to
Leung's taking office and to his governance, turning a "democratic filibuster" into
a "political filibuster" — that's all !

More significantly, the "3 + 14" bureaus restructuring plan proposed by Leung
is itself not a political project, but a practical one aimed at optimizing the
government structure, rationalising division of labour, improving efficiency and
governance. It is thus a progressive plan in the interest of Hong Kong's
long—term development and all citizens. If the restructuring is delayed and
cannot be put into practice on July 1, Leung won't be the only victim to suffer

losses.

As a matter of fact, the rationality and necessity of the restructuring proposal is
beyond doubt. Of the two new deputy secretaries, the Deputy Chief Secretary

will be mainly oversee how to narrow the wealth gap, the Deputy Financial
Secretary will focus on economic integration with the Mainland. These two
problems exactly result from the "deep—layered contradictions" in Hong Kong
society. As such, social progress is hardly possible if they are not well solved. Of
the two new bureaus, the Information and Technology Bureau will concentrate
on promoting innovative and creative industries, while the Cultural Bureau will
work on improving cultural quality of Hong Kong society. They are to make up
deficiencies in the administration and improve its efficiency. After these two new
bureaus are established, the existing bureaus and departments could more

concentrate on carrying out their designated duties to serve society and citizens.

The restructuring to form a new administration with "3 + 14" bureaus is not
just an adjustment in the structure and function of the government. More
importantly, Leung's basic ideal to have a "suitably proactive" government, which
is different from his predecessors, needs to be materialized in and implemented by
such a newly restructured administration. If the restructuring plan is delayed, it
won't be considered again by the Legco until early next year the soonest. For, a
new Legco will be formed in mid—September and then it will take at least two or
three months for new lawmakers to get familiar with the Rules of Procedure and
to complete the elections of subcommittees. As a result, an invaluable six months'
time will be lost — for Leung's administration as well as for Hong Kong people's

well—being.

"Political filibustering" is unprofitable and unconstructive. The Leung
administration needs to race against time to get its job done. Consideration and
approval of the government restructuring proposal must not be delayed. The

Legco must procedurally set necessary restrictions on the length of a debate.
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WORDS AND USAGE

@) Pin one's hopes on sth/sb (idiom) — To depend on someone or
something for a successtul result. (HFLE e )
Examples © 1.He is pinning his hopes on the revival of the economy. 2.Scientists
are pinning their hopes on the high—tech laboratory.
(2 Putonairs (idiom ) — To actbetter than one really is. ( P )
Examples © 1.Pay no attention to her. She is just putting on airs. 2.Stop putting
on airs and act like the rest of us.
(3 Pull the wool over one's eyes (idiom) — To deceive someone. ( [
EINY)
Examples ! 1.You can't pull the wool over my eyes, I know what's going on. 2.
Don't try to pull the wool over her eyes. She's too smart.
(4)Banana oil (idiom) - Nonsense exaggerated flattery. ( s o AL
EV5RE)
Examples © 1.1 won't be deceived by her banana oil. 2.1 should be on television
? Cut out the banana oil.
(5) Result from sth ( phrasal verb ) — To be the outcome of something. ( F

Examples © 1.1t will be interesting to see what results from your efforts. 2.
Nothing resulted from all that work.

BT A Rbi AL B B |

ﬂ EATEBRE RIREE A [ =7
+VUJE | BURZERSE AL T % o &
BTN L B R A TRz B 7
BT RERGN B EAR A TR S R
RSO ERAE I R 5 e RS o

SR+ R E R IOSRE R R
K HS R B HEAH T - (@
Mot A RS BN R - @ES
ST R RIUHEMEE 00EF T
Y- B2 KEIREEE [HEHESE
] BARAHTRBRIEETER
gL - T THEEAEREE T
FHERIENEE ; EHRR - BEEED

[ETJEE | - H5 BRIUL [HiAf
SEARAHRER [$15% ] EMHEE - —E
EER - —EEENI R EESENE
R PRSI E — S RAEHE
AME:E H I TR 5 5% o

EHEA - B [ HERLHE] /B

[hiAf | RIS R - AR
HOREME ~ Hilffir(E A IEA2 21 B2,
i AARRE [Hifh | B WA
ONES - EDGRES TR | R E R
WIERCG 52— - NI IERZ 2R -
FEIEM - BUEHIAES PIRaiE E 20—
ITHREET -

EERER 0 #E [hiAn] - REEES - WEReE - HEEE

FERTR TR - (I - MEGEEHAE [HiAh ] B [Hild
A5 T HE & E IR ELRRR -

FCEHIREREEE [ Atk | B - RS MTEERE
LimR R [ IR - BN - B TP RBUR A E R
FEEE - BAZHEBMAEIRIREEER  SUERZEE L
B MR 0BG BRI TR E R - 8 [ R EHAR

v 2 2= A
il Gk e 1R i)
— TR RE R 2B T R R R R (R AR
e IRBNTNEERFER o B s FRE B E RSO AR E
AR ZRNSE - DARE AR TR A A S TR (T B I /BRI
TAE - BIETE 2 G EMERIES ~ 5 HERTR R 5 B e R /e
» PR BSRRIBORAINRTS » SRR VRV EIGEE U R
JEfT B RIRES] ©
R FE R SRRSFOHE dy S B E R T EIEHHE KR
i BTV G BHEE SR BRI - B S S R
T DB RIS o SETTA E T R o B Ol e T I A
FIFE S - FRZRRE TR IS o0 ~ HEENFIRBRIMEA o

ARETHRER

D

ROCIRHWBIFREEATR
#HRE [=A+Z/] ¥R [=A+HE]

B [BUARIA] !

HEENE - RIRIGRHN [=F
+UE | EEAER  AEE R TR
EHE  Me—EEEELAER - &3
L RERER  WEMBHEE R
R R R B R A 2R T R st
H— 3L - FERE—HEHEE ~ &
HA—H T BeEAE i - 2 E N~ 5
PN G HE—ERRER 2

HES > BEEEEHRATE  HE
FLAL B E R ESE - FrE AL E]
AR BIBOSE RENBOCE & 2
IR R R 2 YA RS - T
ERErEALEy [RERTFE]
PR S AR R T 5 HTE
P B REHLRE T HEEN AT AR E
% LRRIEC R E S A gt
HE o #W2 (g f0 s | 2fF
MEFEAER ~ RZRRERIRT HE LR A
Tae > RIS G

EAHAW [ZRFE] o B E
2 — TR  IRBE L AUFHEE > THE
FE  PIREERIAHIEN ~ [EEE
B | A ERGRS - RERE
FHR AT AR N ARS IR, ~ PR E RS
o EAH R —HYEHE - FEYgLA
FRAJESE > FT— R B ZRIE H R R RERGE [FEEHEAT] A
SER G B AEEE - BT > S EE R E R SRR R
G 2RI o W RIRFHT BUNS PGB ~ ZE T R A&t
» BRIIB R PR SRR o

[BOARIARG | AR IR BUR el g4
FUEBEMRE AR - SRR LA T LAEE
FRA o 2012/05/22 KRR

e BB A A L PEARAE 0.76 %

3 AR 15 HE A8 T BB B 18 1 R )

B 2007 FEZREEARGE TR  Brp RIS (Pl
BRIWE) B NS ZREAHTEA (2010 FHFEE AL
ERAEERRE0.76% » T AHIZF R 1.83% ) FlEuE A » TEET 2015 4F
SRR B ~ B BES ] RIRIERMS RFATE 24
AL ~ BIECES F] R & B B RN Y& R 5

BURSGH AT INE BEBRAES) - HIEE R tH] - R AR
TEE R ACHEE » DI AT R e il = T R A A o

ISSUEND!

i X

Py 452 ) Bt W A 7

HRA+ZH - WIEKE BRI
AR (SSRLER) -~ 1Bk -
B RIS AR AR 2L [R] 2R o
RREEDIIEE R R E—ERER=
[EFFIEtEy - R—FE [HEE
1 o BALAVETE - BUEE - HiE=
(BRI L5 HZE © Al (W] T
—8 - HET o B - [EES
KA AEETIE ? | BHHE @ 8
ARARIZRIR - [T Rt Ak 2 i
AR o

PR SRS T - BB

C ESEWM=THET o IEAE A
EHLFHIIHIARBUHER] o TACEER
DLEAREARIROA - 8L B
TR o

B - —UNEE (XFW
¥) BHRsSEF =+ FHEIN—
i [2TEE BEEHSEE -
T AL - RETEELL
NIHJERE ~ TIY) - BAEEEE - @il
BB [ AT (HH

LT Wl — 14

HIEEE) AR FRRES
TELCEE - AERMER - HUEREE  —&
=R NERBEER [REHEE ] Y
EART () AOR(EEIRHRE
BT SRR E IR o T
HAR/NEHE - PBIFTRERER ~ i
A REGICACRER - BEREE F1%
BT SRR B E R 2R
W o M (=B ) o RAEIRE
BRI > SRR - AR - 8
£ BIFRE - 458 - EE--- 1
T o IR T2T
fifHe - REHBRE| T -
EEE - BT AR
5 BT o N I RRIER
SAT 5 D BRI S < B
FHRAISBES PSBUOR - H SRS PR -
FIRBEFE - (FREBEKE - 8
WRER o MAEERKREE - &
WL > RIS REL > E2RES
PRECER, - #MRE R o
£

o

HBENRERLTNE 4E

RS

1 vE GiVEN g MRDE THE GRap,  AaitREL g
piletE FVED I Dy MAKS T
STPRGIL T Galieeri
o » " \ Ly 7]
Ry ﬁn;&“‘h KR B ':N\:ﬁs WACATIOR, (EAT TG 4
RN W Imr ; g
[ /8 by Q

How to Make the Grade? (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Are students in Asia cleverer?
Andreas Schleicher, who is responsible
for the Programme for International
Student Assessment tests, says students
in Asia are expected to "make the
grade". He also says that, by making
life easier for children from difficult
circumstances, "we lower their life
chances".

Yes, make the grade! But how?

Last year I pointed out in this
column that some kind of food, like
banana and turkey, could send us a
"don't panic" message and thus have a
calming effect. So, students who are
getting nervous can consider taking
them before their exams.

Recently it is found that eating
beetroot ( AL Z% 88 )

can help the runner run faster. I tried

before running

it myself. T had beetroot for lunch
and went running in the afternoon. I
did not really run faster but I felt
more energetic and [ was able to run
a bit longer. Beetroot is now named
as one of the top "magic" food and
certainly worth having before the

exam. But those who are not used to

AZI3KER

this vegetable might find it not very
tasty. Also, one should not eat too
much at a time.

What is the relation between
running and taking exams? During
exams, students often need to write
down the answers. Writing is in fact
quite demanding. It is the act of
transferring information from the brain
to the hand. Some writers have
pointed out that jogging or running
can make them write better. So, why
not have beetroot for a few days,
then go and jog a bit the day before
the exam?

Not all
Walking is also good for writing —

people like jogging.

if you walk long enough.
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