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EDITORIAL

Leung Chun—ying must
prepare for the worst

The Legislative Council (Legco) yesterday vetoed Chief executive—elect
Leung Chun—ying's bid for his "3 + 14 bureaus" administrative restructuring plan
to be tabled ahead of other bills. In consideration of the remaining schedule of the
current Legco session, the chance for the restructuring proposal to be passed
before July 1 now seems next to nothing.

Such an outcome naturally disappoints all who have hoped to see a
smooth government transition with an intact new team of accountable officials to
be sworn in altogether. Some opposition lawmakers have asserted that to have the
administrative restructuring plan jump the queue in the passing of bills was
nothing but an "image project" of Leung. This is nonsense. Without an intact
team, Leung won't lose face. In the eyes of all Hong Kong citizens, it is the
opposition lawmakers who have lost their faces. They have once again proved
with their behaviour that they belong to an irresponsible vested interest
group who always try to benefit themselves at the expense of Hong Kong.
They have cared nothing about the negative impact -~ when a new government
cannot be sworn in smoothly — on the overall image of the SAR Government,
on Hong Kong's reputation as an international financial hub, and on Hong Kong
people's image in the eyes of the Central Government and the whole nation.
Instead they have been dead set on having their own way with their political aim
to obstruct the smooth start of Leung's new administration. Their intention is

really very vicious and dark.

As a result of yesterday's voting in Legco, with 27 votes for, 25 against and
one abstention, the motion to move the restructuring proposal ahead of other
bills was vetoed for failing to win half votes of the attendees. For this, some
people have blamed Regina Ip Lau Suk—yee for casting the abstention vote and
the absence of those pro—establishment lawmakers. Of course, had Regina Ip
voted for, the result might have been reversed. Her statement in the aftermath,
that being pro—establishment only meant to support the established system but
did not mean to sell oneself, is also quite astonishing. It is also regretful that some
pro—establishment lawmakers failed to attend the meeting. But, in retrospection,
that the restructuring proposal could not be tabled earlier and passed before July
1, the blame is entirely on the three "initiators of the evil", Raymond Wong Yuk
Man, Albert Chan Wai Yip and "Long Hair" Leung Kwok—hung, on the
opposition lawmakers who deliberately created the lack of a quorum with
collective absence. It is they who are the chief culprits. Regina Ip and others may
be blamed at the most for not fully fulfilling their duties.

In order to block the administrative restructuring proposal, the opposition
pretended to be just and fair and assumed an aggressive posture, saying that the
motion to have it tabled ahead of other bills would cause a delay in consideration
of more than a dozen other bills concerning people's livelihood, and that was

irresponsible to citizens.

Surely, the importance of bills ahead of the restructuring proposal is
beyond doubt, which are concerning the protection of privacy, improvement of
management of Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF) or anti—terrorism. But why
are there as many as 16 such bills to be considered before the administrative
restructuring proposal? The answer is exactly because of the earlier "filibustering”
activity by Raymond Wong and his ilk and the lack of a quorum caused by
collective absence of opposition lawmakers when the Legco was considering the

by—election bill. It is their evil deeds that have disrupted the normal operation of

the Legco, resulting in the exclusion of the administrative restructuring bill from
its agenda. They have also disguised themselves as defenders of the legislature's
dignity and people's interests, accusing the government of "having no
conscience" and "trampling on the dignity of the legislature" by trying to push the
restructuring bill ahead of others. Are there any other people more unreasonable

and shameless than these individuals in the world?

Facts are before our eyes. To hope the opposition to put down their
"butcher knife" is just like to climb trees to catch fish. It is now an unrealistic
illusion to assume that the restructuring proposal could be passed before July 1.
Right now, Leung Chun—ying must get fully prepared to have two strings to his
bow.

One is to begin fulfilling his duties as the Chief Executive and nominating
an administration based on the current "3 + 12 bureaus" structure for the
appointment by the Central Government. In this way a new "3 + 12 bureaus"
team can take office on July 1 and the constitutional procedure on forming a new

administration would not be affected.

The second is to keep a clear head and prepare for the worst: not only that
the restructuring bill could not be passed before July 1, but the opposition —
given its posture — would not let it pass either at the July 4 meeting and even
before July 18 when the Legco ends its current session. It is likely that the issue
would be dragged on until the next session of the Legco in October with the
restructuring bill having to be tabled again. Leung Chun—ying and his new team
- though not intact — must start carrying out their duties in a more resolute, firm
and united way, so as to win people's support. Public opinion will decide which is
right and which is wrong. After all, justice is in the court of people's hearts, and
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people have a discerning eye.

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Next to nothing (idiom) - Very little; almost nothing. ( BEARE » eF
Hg)

Examples: 1.She knows next to nothing about politics. 2. This car is worth next
to nothing. It's full of rust.

(2)Nothing but (idiom) — Only; just. ( FUg » {#{4)

Examples: 1.Sally drinks nothing but milk. 2.He could do nothing but grumble
over the situation.

(3)In the eyes of sb (idiom) - In someone's opinion. ( £F:++ ER)

Examples: 1.Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 2.My mother was always a true
hero in my eyes.

(@) Vested interest (phrase) — A strong personal interest in something, usually
resulting in private gain. ( E%f%ﬁﬁjﬁ )

Examples: 1.As a teacher and parent, she has a vested interest in seeing the school
remain open. 2.A compromise has to be reached between all the powertul vested
interest groups before any reform can be launched.

(5) At the expense of sb/sth (idiom) - Causing damage to someone or
something. ( DA%+ BAE)

Examples: 1.He did it at the expense of his health. 2. Should people pursue their
own happiness at the expense of others?
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Good Memory (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

The young man who has developed
the method of training his memory is not
ordinary. He has used his own method to
train  himself and has won a national
competition in this field. He has even
written a book about it.

But I don't find his
method new. Why? It's
because I am a crazy
writer. | write everyday.

Most people are not e
crazy writers and thus
do  not have the
experience of trying to
understand how
memory works — and
not just one's own
memory, but  other
people's memory as well.

Many students properly have read
Harry Potter and know how LONG the
story is. If you ask those Harry Potter
fans something about the young wizard,
they can tell you immediately and
happily. But how about the author who
has written the books? While writing her
book, she must know and remember
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what the main characters have done in
her story. Yes, it is true that she can
always read what she has already written,
but it is also very likely that she has kept
all the details in her mind.

Now I would say
what [ want to say. In
fact it is very easy to train
one's memory. Just read
and write. If students
4 spend the summer holiday
reading  and  writing
' everyday, I am sure they
will find that they can
remember things easier.

There are certain ways

, l]A 2 V % to train one's memory.
<< E‘%l ﬁ»'ﬂzﬁﬁﬂ*g ' Ty,

The young man in the
CNN story has developed his method.
But I think different people can achieve

the same aim through different ways
because their lives are different. For
example, when one talks about what to
do during earthquakes ( H1EE ) to two
kids, a Chinese and a Japanese, the
Japanese would remember it better than
the Chinese.
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