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Japan's reckless

As the only country which has hitherto
never made any profound self—examination
on its history of aggression during the World
War II (WWII), Japan now rushes headlong
into danger by making a reckless move over
This not only

on Sino—Japanese

the Diaoyu Islands issue.

causes serious damages
relations but will also endanger peace and
stability in the whole Asia—Pacific region.
The revival of Japanese militarism now poses
a major threat to Asia—Pacific region. In
regard to this, Asian countries which had
suffered to the fullest

extent the cruel

oppression  of  Japanese  invaders  are
heightening their vigilance.

Behind Japan's seizure of Diaoyu Islands is
its denial of the post—war international
configuration. Diaoyu and its adjacent islands
are China's inherent territory since ancient
times, over which China owns undisputable
sovereignty. This is unequivocally recognized
in the and  Potsdam

Cairo  Declaration

Declaration. As a defeated country, Japan's
development must abide by its Peace
Constitution. In past decades after WWII,
although different voices have been uttered
inside Japan, they have never become the
mainstream opinion — so much so that the
basic configuration in Asia—Pacific has been
today.  The

"purchase of Diaoyu Islands" absolutely is not

maintained  until so—called
a decision on a sudden whim. Nor is it a
decision made under pressure of a right—wing
local government. Rather it is Japan's attempt
to  challenge the '"red line" of the
configuration of international relations formed
after WWII by changing the status quo of
Diaoyu Islands, so as to shake off the yoke
of the Peace Constitution and remove the
obstacle to the revival of the Japanese Empire.

Behind Japan's seizure of Diaoyu Islands is
the rise again of Japanese militarism from the
ashes. The vicious inflation of the influence
of extreme right—wing has enabled it to
control the public opinion and hijack state
policy, gaining the upper—hand in Japan.
The Diaoyu Islands dispute in fact is an

epitome  of Japan's  domestic  political
eco—environment.  Manipulated by  the
extreme right—wing, the "three major
conversations" (by former Japanese prime
ministers Kiichi Miyazawa and Tomiichi
Murayama, and former Japanese foreign
minister  Yohei Kono) declining any

self—examination on history have become
gradually accepted in Japanese society, and
conducts  become

disgusting increasingly

tolerable, such as instigating  territorial
disputes, paying homage to Yasukuni Shrine,
denying the forced recruitment of "comfort

(Nanking)

Massacre and beautifying Japanese invasions in

women", denying the Najing

history. An ideological trend is quietly on
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move brings calamity to whole Asia

the rise and spreads fast, which is aimed at

reversing the historical verdict, expanding
Japan's military and sea power and restoring
Japan's status as a political and military power.
In order to give the impression of its tough
stance on territorial issues, Japan has made
many enemies, running into fierce conflicts
with China, Russia and South Korea.
The seizure

of Diaoyu Islands is a

manifestation of nationwide anxiety and

uneasiness in Japan. China's sustained fast
economic development in past several decades
Japan's
stagnation, which causes a panic in Japan. In
China's
(GDP) has surpassed Japan to become the
which
further increases Japan's worry about China.
Manipulated by the "China

threat theory" becomes quite rife and rampant

provides a striking contrast to

particular, gross domestic product

world's  second largest economy,

right—wing,

and increasingly accepted by Japanese society,
forcing the Japanese government to teeter on
the brink (of confrontation with China)
when dealing with sensitive bilateral issues.
The vicious inflation of Japan's right—wing
influence results from the support of the
United States. In order to contain China and
keep China in check, to promote its "smart
power diplomacy" and to seek its "leadership"
in Asia through "strategic rebalancing", the
US  exhausts its  ability to

instigate

confrontation between China and Japan so
that it can take advantage of it. It is under
US wing that Japan's right—wing has gained
driving force and space for development.
However, if this runs out of control, the US
is very likely to backfire on itself. In this
regard, the US has

experiences.

numerous  bitter
From Afghanistan's Taliban to
al—Qaeda's

to many other

Saddam Hussein, from
Osama bin Laden
"blacklisted"
organisations, they all have grown up with
US support. Sadly, the US has hitherto never

learnt a lesson.

Iraq's
now

international terrorist

The situation in Japan today is very similar
to  that WWIIL:  with
nationalistic sentiments rising unprecedentedly
If it is left

unrestricted, what Japan will bring to Asia is

before extreme

high, militarist advocates prevail.

another human calamity. A lesson learned
from the past can be guidance in the future.
WWII ended several decades ago, but Asian
who had suffered the (Japanese)
aggression still cannot heal the wounds in

people
their hearts. Once again, Japan's reckless
move now reminds people that it becomes
the source of unrest in Asia. All countries

concerned must take resolute tit—for—tat

measures. Only in this way can repetition of
the historical tragedy be prevented.
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whim.

are.

war.

Words and Usage

Headlong (adv.) — Without thinking: rashly. ( ZF/EHY | FEZHY )
Examples: 1.Do not leap headlong into decisions.

2.He rushed headlong into marriage.

Peace Constitution—31789 ( HAE# % ) B1E5 K IR E 15 B (4 iBhF IR
B FR 1946 4E 11 H 3 HIVAT > 1947 4E 5 H 3 HEEHITT » FrAX #5555 (B EE) - H
FESEHE AR EITHITE S - CIEHEERTF - THTETT ~ TR EERE - (A

Whim (noun) — A sudden desire or idea. ( —HFHTHIEL ¢ /L MIAHHHIAR )
Examples: 1.We decided, more or less on a whim, to travel to Africa.

2.Lately, the president has been sacking and picking new munisters at

Yoke (noun) — A wooden bar to be fastened over the necks of two animals such as
oxen and connected to the vehicle or load that they are pulling (HE - 487 - i
#4) . Shake off the yoke Rl [JEEIRHI#E | B¢ [HEBEEEH]) o
Examples: 1.In 1783 the American colonies finally shake off the yoke of England.
2.By using the wireless network technology , we can free ourselves by

shaking off the yoke of cables and wires and go online wherever we

Teeter on the brink/edge of sth (idiom) — If something is teetering on the brink/

edge of a bad situation, it is likely that the situation will happen soon. ( GEAIzE -+ 5
A o T )

Examples: 1.What we are seeing now Is a country teetering on the brink of civil

2.The company teeters on the edge of bankruptcy.
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