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Seizing opportunities our country's development opens up

In his speech at the National Day
Reception yesterday, Chief Executive Leung
Chun—ying stressed that Hong Kong should
seize opportunities opened up by our country's
development. He said: "...we must realise it is
inevitable and essential for Hong Kong to
develop alongside the Mainland. We must
embrace  every  opportunity  that the
development of our country brings to Hong
Kong." This is a concise yet comprehensive
remark, which pinpoints the crux of the
challenge to Hong Kong's prosperity and
development today.

"Hong Kong's success benefits our country;
our country's success makes Hong Kong even
more successfull" Hong Kong people are very
familiar with this remark made by Tung
Che—hwa, SAR's first Chief Executive, on
Hong Kong being closely bound up with our
country's  development. Hong  Kong's
achievements and progresses in social, political,
economic developments and improvement of
people's livelihood in past 15 years since its
return to the Motherland has given eloquent
proof of this remark by Tung. Leung
Chun—ying uses "inevitability" and "essentiality"
to highlight the importance of integrated
development of the two places. This not only
shows the confidence and determination of the
current SAR Government, but also indicates
that, under the new situation of "seeking change
while  preserving  stability",  integrated
development of the two places will march
toward a new phase to give Hong Kong even
greater opportunities for development.

Our country is the surety and backer for
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity. Not only
that the Mainland's reform and opening up and
continuous development provides a vast market
for Hong Kong, but the trend of integration
also creates considerable room of manoeuvre for
Hong Kong to restructure its economy and find
new sources for growth. Therefore, integrated
development of the two places is a tendency or
a trend - like water in a river which "the
green mountains can never block from flowing
eastward after all".

The  'inevitability"  of  integrated
development of the two places is believed to lie
in that there is no reason whatsoever for Hong
Kong, as a Special Administrative Region of our
country after its return to the Motherland, not
to integrate itself into the development of the
main body of our country — but instead to
artificially increase the distance between the two
places because of their differences and to use
their differences as an excuse to farther distance
Hong Kong from the main body of the country.

The "essentiality" of integrated development of
the two places lies in that Hong Kong's
economic and social development relies on the
growing strength and prosperity of the main

body of our country. Our country's fast

economic growth creates broad room for Hong
Kong's development, from which Hong Kong
look for

opportunities and new sources for growth to

could constantly new business
speed up its reconstruction and development.

Integration between Hong Kong and the
Mainland is a long and twisty historical process,
during which there inevitably will be frictions
and conflicts, or even countercurrents. It is just
like a rose with thorns.

At present, some new friction or conflicts
occur with the integrated development between
the two places. Specifically, a recent example is
the public uproar over the rampant activity of
parallel—import couriers. A more typical
example is the earlier controversy over so—called
"locusts".  On a broader scale, there are mainly
such problems as Mainland pregnant women
coming to give births in Hong Kong and
allowing more Mainland residents to make
"multi—entry" to Hong Kong. Without some
politicians with ulterior motives making an
issue out of such matters, there is no need to
make much fuss. These are just small episodes
in the process of integration of the two places,
which are like thorns that won't affect the
beauty of the flower.

These problems arise because the process
of development involves new circumstances not
experienced before. This is an inevitable
phenomenon in the process of groping for
advancement.

In the past, exchanges between Hong

Kong and the Mainland used to be mainly a

one—way affair.  But with the pace of
development accelerating, such exchanges tend
to be increasingly two ways and in a greater
variety of forms. In the past, it was the
Mainlanders who would come to Hong Kong
to lure investment. Now Mainlanders also
come to invest in Hong Kong or join hands
with Hong Kong business people for overseas
business expansion. It has also become more
convenient for Mainlanders to come to Hong
Kong doing shopping and even giving births.

Events related to such progress must be
carefully analysed. If some events produce bad
results and negative influence, if they becomes
unbearable for Hong Kong's facilities for the
time being, measures must be promptly taken to
prevent the spread of their negative influence.
But such is not the main stream in the final
analysis.

Hong Kong society has already entered a
new stage of "seeking change while preserving
stability".
great importance to economic development and

livelihood,

contradictions.  All this is

The Leung administration attaches
people's striving  to  solve
deep—layered
consistent with, and in the interests of, the
integrated development between Hong Kong
and the Mainland.

Hong Kong society must grasp the main
stream trend of integrated development between
the two places, never to shade its eyes with a
leaf, never to throw away the apple because
of the core, let alone to do what belies its
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Words and Usage

Bind up with sth (phrasal verb) - Closely connected with something. ( ZXEHHE )
Examples: 1. The history of the company is closely bound up with the history of this

2.Her Iife is now bound up with yours now.
Surety (noun) - A person who accept legal responsibility for another person's debt or

Examples: 1.The tenant may be asked to provide a surety for the rent.
2.Her brothers are acting as sureties for her.

Make an issue (out) of sth (idiom) — To make something seem more important than it
should be, or argue about it. (FEAHZE (58
BIE )
Examples: 1.1t's only a small disagreement — don't make an issue of it.

2.Why make an issue out of it now, not 10 years ago?

Grope for sth (phrasal verb) - to try hard to find something. (55 + 55 )
Examples: 1.Stocks grope for direction in Wall Street.
2.She groped for the light switch in the dark room.

Throw away the apple because of the core (idiom) - EZE : K (IEF]) BRI
FEHER - BIFXA# [FEER) ~ [—BIRIER: - ZF A H9ER o [AZZ

FERA : Cut off one's nose to spite one's face; Throw out the baby with bathwater.
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