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Putting an end to “anti-national education”

Chief Executive Leung Chun—ying yesterday announced that he had
accepted the recommendation of the Committee on the Implementation of
Moral & National Education (MNE) and decided to shelve the curriculum
guide for the MNE subject, allowing Sponsoring Bodies of Schools and
schools make their own decisions on whether to implement the subject,
when and how to implement it.

The government's plan to introduce the MNE subject has caused quite
a social turmoil after the Leung administration took office. Some young
students once besieged the government headquarters. Tens of thousands of
parents have also to their concerns.

varying degrees expressed

Trouble—making media outlets even branded it as “brainwashing” to
confuse and poison people's minds. The SAR Government has been fied
down to coping with the situation.

Under such circumstances, the SAR Government has no alternative but
to make yesterday's decision on shelving the MNE curriculum guidelines.
This is a wise move. “Nothing done forcefully is going to be desirable.”

Right now as conditions are not ripe, there is no need to forcefully
implement the MNE subject. After all, national education is not the most
urgent task. On the contrary, the controversy and debate this time may
attract attention from more teachers, students and parents to the issue of
understanding our country and the relationship between Hong Kong and the
Mainland. So hopefully, in future when conditions are ripe, there will be
less resistance against the introduction of national education.

However, it must be pointed out that, some teachers, students and
parents’ not understanding and accepting national education is something

totally different in nature from some opposition politicians and
trouble—making media outlets’  twisting facts to create the “brainwashing”

White Terror. Some teachers, students and parents have their suspicion due
to their misunderstanding or lack of understanding for a long time, so much
so that they mistakenly believe the nonsense about “loving the country
being meant to love the (communist) party” . In fact, they do not oppose
students or their children learning about our nation, let alone oppose “one
country two systems . On the other hand, opposition politicians and
trouble—making media outlets’ intense opposition to national education is
not in the interests of students or education. Their purpose is to drive a
wedge between Hong Kong people and the Mainland and to defile “one
country two systems~  as

achieve their ulterior political aim that cannot see the light of day.

“ceasing to exist except in name” , so as to
As a matter of fact, Hong Kong society must cool—mindedly, fairly and

justly view this “anti—national education” turmoil that happens 15 years
after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland. Hong Kong SAR's future
cannot be separated from the Motherland. Hong Kong's economic
development has been included in the country's 12th Five—Year Plan.
National education is exactly to lay a foundation for the next generation to
integrate themselves into a far vaster field of activities for a far more beautiful
future. It is absolutely a benevolent policy, a good thing rather than a bad
thing. Those who are still advocating today for Hong Kong to restrict its
activities within its boundaries and to isolate itself from the Motherland are
absolutely with concealed intention and have got some dirty tricks up
their sleeves.

In fact, this “anti—national education” turmoil has already damaged
the image of Hong Kong people on the Mainland. Many Mainland
compatriots find it hard to understand why in Hong Kong today there are
still some people talking endlessly about ‘“brainwashing” , and feel
astonished by their ignorance.

Therefore, it is necessary for Hong Kong society to learn a lesson from
the “anti—national education” turmoil. To indiscriminately politicise any
issue not only is not helpful but will also present an opportunity that can be
exploited by trouble makers to their advantage. People involved will also
unconsciously be dragged into the political fog of resisting against China and
making trouble for Hong Kong. When the whole world is seeking contact
and cooperation with a peacefully rising China, when our country's economy
is changing its development mode to upgrade itself to cope with the impact

of the international financial crisis, when people all over the country
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including Chinese descendants overseas are bursting into angry shouts to
show their determination to protect the Diaoyu Islands, it is really ridiculous
to see a few Hong Kong people in black oddly crossing their hands to
oppose  “brainwashing” - which runs entirely contrary to this
international metropolis as Hong Kong and its consistent image of democracy
with the rule of law.

The newly formed Legislative Council (Legco) will start its session
tomorrow. Opposition lawmakers have already spread the word that they
would launch their “first wave” attacks by opposing national education and
demanding Secretary for Education Eddie Ng Hak—kim to step down.
Whether Hong Kong society wants the Leung administration to concentrate
on dealing with practical matters, developing the economy and improving
people's livelihood or wants to see Hong Kong take the disastrous road again
letting the Legoc become the “chaos creating council”  with motions to
demand this or that official to step down or to obstruct fund allocation, plus
and even ‘“resignation on masse for de facto

endless “filibustering”

referendum” ; whether Hong Kong will suffer misfortune or enjoy
happiness; whether Hong Kong society will support the SAR Government's
administration in accordance with the law or tolerate opposition politicians
to continue making trouble for Hong Kong — vast majority of citizens must

decide with the attitude of being the master of society.
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Words and Usage

Tie sb down (phrasal verb) - To
activities or freedom. (ZEH » i )

Examples: 1.The reason he remains single is that he does

restrict someone's

not want to be tied down by marriage.
2.We were tied down by an impossible schedule and had to
put off all vacations.
White Terror (noun) - Al [FHERH ) © ZakBIRLs 18
FORZBA Hqr A o BT 75 8 ( Bourbon monarchy )
HEEAE B AR EAREC » 17944 - R Fdy
HIRZ FEA SRR E BN - LEE—K [ FHEE
W) o MbEg - RIEZRAR [y | - TEHERICE [KE
i e
Drive a wedge between A and B (idiom) — To cause a
division between two people or groups. ( f%@gﬁ/ﬁ s IR
ZIEHIRIR )
Examples: 1.1t would be silly to let things which have
happened in the past drive a wedge between
us today.
2.We should not allow differences of opinion to
drive a wedge between us two.
See the light of day (idiom) — To be publicized, made
available or known to the public. (B 25 )
Examples: 1.The film banned by authorities may sce the
light of day.
2.The company promised the embarrassing
advertisement would never again see the light
of day.
Have (got) a trick up one's sleeve (idiom) — If you have
a trick up your sleeve, you have a secret plan to use when
(HrEHE Bkt )
Examples: 1.Does Apple have more tricks up its sleeve after
iPhone5?

2.If he won't cooperate, she has a few tricks up her

the tme is right.

sleeve she could try.
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