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Leung is entitled to decline''McCarthy—hearing''invitation

Elsie Leung Oi—sie, deputy director of the Hong Kong Basic Law
Committee and former Secretary for Justice, yesterday wrote a letter to
decline an invitation by the Legislative Council's (Legco) Panel on
Administration of Justice and Legal Services to attend the panel next Tuesday,
saying the invitation might well "create a dangerous precedent for turning
(Legco) panel meetings into McCarthy hearings", if she should be summoned
to explain her personal views.

Leung's reply to the Legco panel is justly and sternly worded, her refusal
to attend the meeting honest and justified. As she pointed out in the letter,
Hong Kong is a society with the freedom of speech. Leung's expression of
her personal view on judicial practice in the SAR since Hong Kong's return
to the Motherland is an exercise of her right to the freedom of speech.
Surely, others including Legco members have their freedom to agree or
disagree with her view. On this, Leung said she was willing to discuss with
those who held different views, but such discussion should be held between
individuals so as not to waste the Legco's time and public resources.

In fact, Elsie Leung is a senior judicial and legal expert, having fought
"a hundred battles". She surely would not be afraid of or baffled by Legco
questioning. Nor her refusal to attend the meeting is disrespect for the
Legco. It is rather because she must safeguard not only her own right to the
freedom of speech but also the freedom of speech in Hong Kong society,
which is an inviolable sacred right protected by the Basic Law and Hong
Kong laws.

If any individual should be "summoned" to the Legco to be interrogated
by opposition lawmakers like a "suspect” just because he or she has spoken
out certain personal opinions and expressed certain personal views, then we
should ask: Is this still the Hong Kong which always regards the freedom of
speech as a most precious core value?

Moreover, it is even more unacceptable that a speaker should be
deprived of her freedom of speech just because she is Elsie Leung, the one
who has been regarded as "a thorn in their flesh " by the opposition and
trouble—making media outlets for her love of the Motherland and Hong
Kong.

Furthermore, Elsie Leung is vigorously pursued and fiercely mauled by
opposition politicians and trouble—making media outlets simply because she
has pointed out the fact that after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland,
justice and legal practitioners in the SAR have yet to improve their
incomplete understanding of "one country two systems", which hits home
to what some persons self—claim as "sacred and inviolable". This exactly
proves Elsie Leung's criticism is solid and valid. Because of this, it is even
more unjustified for some people to make her a target of retaliation.

As a matter of fact, since Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, the
SAR has sought the interpretation of the Basic Law from the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress (SCNPC) for four times,
which have been disputed by some justice and legal practitioners. They now
also oppose the proposal for seeking SCNPC interpretation of the Basic Law
to stop Mainland pregnant women from coming to give birth in Hong Kong.

Leung's saying, that justice and legal practitioners should improve their
understanding of "one country two systems", absolutely serves a positive and
good—willed reminder. As she earlier pointed out, criticizing a judge itself
is not interfering justice, only a criticism of a judge with an attempt to affect
his ruling of a case constitutes interference in justice. Leung's speech at a
forum earlier did no harm to Hong Kong's judicial independence. There is
no need for her to attend the Legco hearing and make her explanation.

In her letter, Leung mentioned "McCarthy hearings". During the Cold
War period in 1950s, US right—wing senator McCarthy claimed that
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"communists" had "infiltrated America". So he set up an independent
investigation panel which had the power to summon any "suspicious figure"
for questioning at a hearing, causing a great White Terror. Even America's
"father of the atomic bomb" Julius Robert Oppenheimer, the "master of the
silent film" Charlie Chaplin and others were accused as "suspected
communists" and deprived of their rights to work and to the freedom of
speech.

Nowadays, opposition politicians and trouble—making media outlets are
cursing the Chief Executive, "Sai Wan" and pro—establishment personages
every day. Anyone who dares to say some fair words, to express their
support of the administration Leung Chun—ying and the SAR government
in accordance with the law, or to somehow criticise, like Elsie Leung, the
judicial and legal sector, is bound to face "trial by public opinion", to be
distorted and attacked and to be summoned to the Legco for questioning.
The McCarthy era is gone forever. McCarthy had earned himself eternal
infamy. Righteous Elsie Leung and all patriotic and Hong Kong—loving
people are certainly entitled to decline any McCarthy—like harassment and
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intimidation.

Words and Usage

MecCarthy — Z5F#£5 (Joseph Raymond McCarthy’1908—1957 )
RSB IH HFEN © 1946 FIEZERZFE R -
BTG RAEZR LR - R ELOF LS
A T I M B R RHIE AT L o AR
TR ~ FHREEELTC o EAMEN [/
HEIREIFEER 5 [ZERSETHT T © 1954 4F » Z75be
AR A FEHIBTAEZET TR o [FFEEZ )

(McCarthyism) 5 [BEEE | HIFIZERA -

Baffle (verb) — If something baffles you, you cannot

understand or explain it. ( ZEF] - K2 )

Examples: 1.An apple tree producing square fruit is
battling experts. 2.1 was baftled by many of the
scientific terms used in the article.

A thorn in one's flesh/side (idiom) — A constant source

of irritation (HRHIET » A » R
FNEIGHIN B )
Examples: 1.A relentless campaigner, he was a thorn
in the government's flesh for a number of years.
2.Mother's always comparing us children—it's
a thorn in our sides.

Maul (verb, often used in the passive) — If an animal mauls
someone, it attacks them and injures them with
its teeth or claws. (IR » IEE)

Examples: 1.A small boy had been mauled by the
neighbour's dog.
2.A bear killed one hiker and badly mauled the
other.
Hit/strike home (idiom) — To cause you to fully realize
how unpleasant or difficult something is. €
FEE)
Examples: 1.His criticism hits home.

2.The teacher's comment struck home and

the student vowed to work harder.
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