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Xi renews Deng's path with tour of South

General Secretary Xi Jinping yesterdaywrapped
Up his inspection visit to the South and returned to
Beijing. With his five—day tour of Guangdong
province, the General Secretary has not only left the
impression of being easygoing and people—friendly, but
also let people see the magnificent future of the
country's further reform and opening up.

Twenty years ago, Deng Xiaoping made his
second inspection tour of the South, visiting the two
Special Economic Zones of Shenzhen and Zhuhai to
reaffirm that the path of reform and opening up was
correct and should always be adhered to. Today, Xi
Jinping also chose Guangdong as the first place to visit
after he became the General Secretary. With the move
of "following Deng's path", he not only showed his
determination to carry out Deng's behest, but more
importantly solemnly proclaimed to the whole nation
and world: in future China would not only continue
firmly marching forward along the path of reform and
opening up pioneered by Deng but would also march
forward with greater strength and confidence to
accomplish  more  amazing and  magnificent
achievements.

As a matter of fact, the tide of reform and
opening up started from the foot of the Lotus Hill in
Shenzhen 20 years ago has surged high and swept
forward, changing China and the world. Today, as in
20 years ago, China once again arrives at a critical
turning point whether to carry on reform and opening
up: China has already become the world's second
China's J—15 jet fighter has

successfully landed on the country's first aircraft carrier.

largest economys;
But accompanying great economic development there
appear various social conflicts and contradictions:
uneven wealth distribution; rampant privileges and
corruption; and complicated international environment.
With all this, the Chinese people are confronted with
a serious problem of how to continue going on along
the path of reform and opening up created by Deng.

It was at such an important moment that Xi
Jinping came to the Lotus Hill, sending out the
strongest voice of the new times before the bronze
statue of Deng Xiaoping that China would firmly carry
on reform and opening to achieve new advancement
and make new breakthrough to upgrade itself.

Xi Jinping also clearly pointed out that reform
and opening up knew no bounds . To stop or
reverse the course would only lead to a blind alley.
We should adhere to the correct path of reform and
opening up, daring to wade through dangerous rapids
and to crack hard nut. We should have the courage
not only to break down ideological shackles but to
sweep away interest—solidified obstacles as well, so as to
unite all positive energies to coordinate and push

forward reform and opening up.

Of course, history never reverses its course. It
is not appropriate to compare Xi's speech with the
theory, put forward by Deng 20 vyears ago, of
upholding economic development as the central task
and the Four Cardinal Principles and reform and
opening up as the two basic points. But it is also an
urgent reality that China must progress and reform and
opening up needs another leader who can break down
ideological shackles and dares to forge ahead .
Hence, at the foot of the Lotus Hill, there was
Xiaoping 20 years ago, and there is Jinping today.
China's great undertaking of reform and opening up

has found its new "architect" and helmsman.

As a saying has it that "seeing is believing",
setting himself forth as an example during his
inspection tour to the South, Xi Jinping took the lead
to abandon the adopted practice of former leaders
travelling with a large retinue. Such a change is not as
simple as just a change in work style, but an action to
show that only the people are the master of the
country and rulers must not stand high above them. A
snapshot of Xi opening a window of his van to wave
at onlookers could match the historical one showing a
smiling Deng saying "never to return to the old path"
in the Spring Hill in Zhongshan.

A straw shows which way the wind blows.
Outward appearance shows inner essence. Xi Jinping
did not talk much, even less in official jargon. But he
acted vigorously and eftectively with every order as
firm as a mountain. His speech repeatedly stressed on
the word "speed": China should race to seize early
opportunities in the international business environment;
China's economic restructuring brooked no delay.

China's intensified crackdown on corruption since Xi
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took his office has also been described by the media as
"being sped up".

With his tour to the South, Xi showed his will
to carry out Deng's behest and not to seek and enjoy
privileges, along his remarks that "empty talks lead the
country astray, down—to—earth efforts bring prosperity
to the nation" and his call to be responsible to history
and to the people. As such it can be anticipated that in
future he surely will play an important role in uniting
people across the country to push forward the great

undertaking of reform and opening up.
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of victory arrived.

to the opposite bank.
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nut to crack.

ahead through the heavy snow.

Words and Usage

Wrap up (phrasal verb) — To bring to a conclusion, settle finally or successtully. ( ( [Elj ) 7T/ * #5H )
Examples: 1.Let's wrap up the job and go home. 2.The police will soon wrap up their investigation.
Know no bound (idiom) - To have no limit. ( #E[R - #1135 )

Examples: 1.India's ambitions seem to know no bounds. 2.People's joy knew no bounds when the news

Wade through sth (phrasal verb) — Get to the end of something with difficulty. (B I - SR )
Examples: 1.The soldiers waded through the mud on the way to battle. 2.We had to wade through the river

A hard/fough nut (to crack) (idiom) — A difficult problem to solve; an individual who is difficult to deal with.
Examples: 1.This assignment is a hard nut to crack. 2.It won't be easy getting her approval; she's a tough

Forge ahead (phrasal verb) — To continue on under difficult circumstances. ( BEFAERY - BRI )
Examples: 1. A boat sailing against the current must forge ahead or it will be driven back. 2.We forged

GE Best Practice in Beijing:
Some Reflections for Hong Kong

gifted mind is its

speed at comprehending

SEEES
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A No 8 Middle School's students are exposed to a variety of real life experiences that can
only serve to develop them in a fuller and more engaging way

It is clear from this example that the role of the
Principal is crucial. No 8 Middle School's approach
is to take an exclusive model for provision — to
identify a whole class for special provision
throughout its school life — but this cuts against the
grain in Hong Kong because the policy here is to
take an inclusive line whereby teachers are expected
to deal with able learners in the context of the
regular classroom. Arguably, though, the skills
required of teachers in either situation are not
dissimilar.

The importance of the affective development (ie
emotional and social development) of young people
is at least partly addressed at No 8 Middle School.
They provide dedicated teachers to advise and
support their students on a regular and informed
basis. As  well as safe

providing a learning

environment, inculcating character development and
service learning as seen in Beijing, there are other
strategies such as incorporating the arts; including
bibliotherapy and/or cinematography as a means of
self—discovery and promoting self—understanding —
these are ways that any standards—based curriculum
in any content area can be adapted to address the

affective domain.

Parental Engagement

They actively involve parents in the educative
process because they feel that parents can offer the
additional support that is in concert with the school's
objectives.Parental engagement has been seen by
some as the key factor in student (and school) success.
A faster pace to curriculum exposure is a key

feature. We know that one of the hallmarks of the

information. One mathematics lesson we observed
moved at an astonishing pace in 40 minutes and
there was clear progression in terms of increasing
complexity of the mathematical problems posed. The
students loved it.

In a mixed ability class, typical of Hong Kong, the
hurdles are different but the needs of the fast learner
are still there. Flexible grouping, the use of extension
material and open—ended tasks are proven strategies
in facilitating the learning needs and styles of gifted
students. Increasingly complex learning can take
place in the mixed ability classroom, though it
requires skill on the part of the teacher to facilitate it.

Though there is a clear emphasis on the academic
achievement of its students, the School also exposes
its students to a broad menu of options through its
enrichment programmes whether in  visiting
museums, taking in the national space launch area, or
visiting the coal face. Students are exposed to a
variety of real life experiences that can only serve to
develop them in a fuller and more engaging way.

Visiting the School was a valuable experience and
herein lies a recommendation. Any teacher who
wishes to learn more about what is possible in GE
should visit a school (or schools) where there is good
practice to be found in GE. These are the beacon
schools. Usually, they are generous with their time
and experience. More often than not, they will share
what they do with fellow professionals and this saves
so much wasted energy. How often do we find
ourselves reinventing the wheel? Surely there is a
collective responsibility to move the GE agenda
forwards in Hong Kong to embrace more teachers

and more schools. Sharing is one of the best ways.

Dr Stephen Tommis

Executive Director

The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education
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