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The express rail train rolls into tomorrow following
the Colocation Arrangement legislation
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The Legislative Council (Legco) passed the Guangzhou-Shenzhen—Hong
Kong Express Rail Link (Co-location) Bill following the third reading [of the bill]
last night. Local legislation [for setting up a joint border checkpoint with the
Mainland] has been successfully accomplished.

Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor welcomed the passage,
thanking all lawmakers who supported the passage of the bill and also thanking
the Central Government and personages in various sectors for lending their
support to the Co-location Arrangement.

The Chief Executive also said the SAR Government and the Mass Transit
Railway Corporation (MTR) are pressing ahead at full speed with the
preparatory work to commission the express rail link's Hong Kong section in
September to connect Hong Kong into the 25,000—kilometre national
high—speed rail network in the Mainland for citizens to enjoy the convenience
provided by the express rail link.

Accomplishing the local legislation on the Co-location Arrangement to
commission the high—speed rail link's Hong Kong section in September as
scheduled is an unprecedented major event in Hong Kong, and an important
signal marking Hong Kong's integration into the national development since the
establishment of the SAR. Opening the express rail link helps the SAR's
cross—boundary infrastructure construction and personnel exchanges, while
implementing the Co-location Arrangement demonstrates the rich connotation
and strong vitality of "one country two systems" and the Basic Law.

As a matter of fact, ever since the construction of the express rail link's
Hong Kong section and the Co-location Arrangement were brought onto the
agenda, the SAR Government has gone to great lengths and the Central
Government lent its full support. The Standing Committee of the National
People's Congress (NPC) endorsed the Co-location Arrangement in time.
However, the path toward the commissioning of the express rail link's Hong
Kong section is not flat and smooth. Problems of delay in geologic engineering
and large cost overruns cropped out during the construction. But greater
resistance comes from the political side. In order to obstruct the integration
between Hong Kong and the Mainland, opposition lawmakers have fabricated
so—called "cession of our land to betray Hong Kong", asserting that setting up a
Mainland checkpoint to enforce Mainland law inside the Kowloon terminal of
the express rail link infringed the SAR's judicial jurisdiction, and even
sensationally exaggerating that Long Hair would be arrested immediately upon
entering the Mainland checkpoint, and so on and so forth. Inside the Legco,
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they have made use of filibusters to drag on the deliberation of the Co-location
Arrangement bill. For, had the local legislation on the Co-location Arrangement
failed to be accomplished in time, commissioning of the express rail link in
September would have ended up in failure.

Consequently, for the final passage of the Co-location Arrangement bill
last night after a new round of heated debates for over 30 hours, Legco
President Andrew Leung Kwan-yuen has made his indelible contribution by
decisively ending the filibustering activity. All pro—establishment lawmakers
have also played an active and supportive role by standing fast and remaining at
their posts. Opposition lawmakers Tanya Chan Suk-chong, Raymond Chan
Chi-chuen and their ilk have racked their brains and left no means untried to
playing with procedures and throw a tantrum. Yet they still failed to stop the
Earth from turning, failed to stop the commissioning of the express rail link in
September as scheduled, but just showed themselves up as utterly ridiculous
by going against the tide and all Hong Kong people.

In fact, commissioning of the express rail link with the Colocation
Arrangement is not only fair, reasonable and lawful, but also provides a further
opportunity to realise the advantages of "one country two systems" and of the
SAR. The nation's development is unstoppable. A development plan for the
Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Bay Area is about to be unveiled, and the Belt
and Road initiative moves ahead in an orderly way. If the Hong Kong SAR does
not hurry up to get aboard this "express rail train" of national development, but
instead still stubbornly confines itself within the self-imposed bounds by
clinging on to the so-called "boundary line" at the Lo Wu Bridge for
self-marginalisation, then when its advantages gradually fade away and its
status is replaced in future, there would be no way for us to blame fate and
others and it would be useless for us to cry with tears.

Commissioning of the express rail link and implementation of the
Co-location Arrangement are fully in keeping with "one country two systems"
and the Basic Law, even more in keeping with the needs for the SAR's
development and the fundamental interests of all Hong Kong people. The
wheel of history rolls forward, and the express rail train speeds on. In future,
along the path of "one country two systems" and construction of the SAR, Hong
Kong people must deepen the understanding, keep a positive state of mind and
hold up their heads high to march into tomorrow.

15 June 2018
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WORDS AND USAGE

Press ahead (with sth) (phrasal verb)
® To continue doing something in a determined way,

despite difficulties, opposition, or interruptions.
( (BT ) &&EHT)

Examples:

1.The company pressed ahead with plans to build the
skyscraper.

2.We shall press ahead with our plans for reform.

Commission (verb)
® To bring (something newly produced) into working

condition; to be ready for active service.
( ERFAENZNART )

Examples:

1TWe had a few hiccups getting the heating
equipment commissioned.

2.This plant was commissioned toward the end of
1966 .

Go to any/great lengths (idiom)

®To try very hard to achieve something.
(BFEL2H > 2HME)

Examples:

1.We went to great lengths to ensure that this film
was historically accurate.

2.He'll go to any lengths to get what he wants.

Crop out (phrasal verb)

©®To happen or appear unexpectedly.
( RSN IR A )

Examples:

1.We mustn't get unwary just because nothing
unusual has cropped up.

2.Her name keeps cropping up in conversation.

Throw a tantrum/wobbly (idiom)

® To suddenly become very angry and behave in an
unreasonable way; to react in a very angry way.
(BhRE o HE (BFE: BES) )

Examples:

1.My mum would throw a wobbly if she knew what
we'd been doing.

2.He immediately threw a tantrum, screaming and
stomping up and down like a child.
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