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[Eastern Court] Magistrate Stanley
Ho Chun-yiu, who is criticised for his
"biased stand and unfair judgements”, has
once again *acquitted*
black-clad rioter *on the grounds
that* "the arresting police officer is an
unreliable witness". The play of'a judge
letting a suspect arrested by the police
go away unpunished" is put on the stage
again. This is a shame for Hong Kong's
judiciary, and once again justifies "[former
permanent judge of the Court of Final
Appeal] Henry Litton's query": "Hong
Kong's courts have helped to create the
social environment leading to the
mayhem wrought on the streets!"

On November 2 of last year a number
of black—clad demonstrators gathered in
Central. In a dispersal operation, the police
arrested some of them including a
17-year-old high school student. He was
found possessing a laser pointer and
spray paint, and charged with two
accounts of possessing an article with
intent to  damage property  and
possessing an offensive weapon in a
public place. The trial *was presided
over* by Stanley Ho Chun-vyiu yesterday.
Magistrate Ho said that a laser pointer in
nature was not an offensive weapon and
spray paint simply some ordinary item,
and that the police failed to prove the
defendant had any unlawful intent to use
them. Stanley Ho Chun-vyiu further cast
doubt on the officer's decision "to
prioritise Wong's arrest while there were
protesters wielding long, hard objects. He
thus ruled the police officer's testimony
as unreliable and cleared the defendant
of the two charges.

It is true that both laser pointers and
spray paint are ordinary things, which can
be used lawfully and unlawfully. But at
the scene of rioting concerned, for what
other purposes would the accused, clad
like a rioter, use them apart from using
the laser pointer to shine a laser light into
the eyes of police officers and using the
spray paint to damage public and private
properties? It is impossible that Stanley
Ho Chu-yiu has no such rudimentary
knowledge. But in making his ruling, he
seems to have forgotten his role as a
judge and transformed himself into the
defendant's "defence counsel".

Following the logic of his ruling in
this case, surely the police must wait to
arrest a murderer until he has successfully
chopped someone to death with a knife
or a rapist until he has finished the
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The Judiciary must have the courage to reform itself

raping, otherwise there is no way to
prove their criminal intents. Hereafter will
the saying of legally "preventing and
stopping crime" still be held valid? One
cannot help but associate this with a
recently reported anonymous letter
claiming that on a seminar organised by
the Hong Kong Judicial Institute of the
Judiciary on July 3, a certain judge
provided a guideline that "the accused
[rioters] should be given the benefit of
the doubt and acquitted unless there is
very strong evidence to convict them®.
The so—called "benefit of the doubt" now
become the excuse to set all the accused
free.

It is not surprising that Stanley Ho
Chun-yiu would pass down such a
verdict. In cases involving black-clad
rioters he has handled prior to this one,
the accused was either acquitted or
punished leniently. In certain people's
eyes, police officers all seem to be
"unreliable witnesses" and “telling one lie
to cover up another", while the accused
[rioters] are the'future pillars of society"
who "must be saved to preserve their
potential usefulness". No wonder some
people think that the "hands and feet
(comrades in arms)" [in riots] can *put
their minds at rest* with Magistrate
Ho handling their cases.

The judicial system often gives
favourable publicity to ‘"everyone being
equal before the law". It is too bad that
inside the system, even judges are not
treated equally. Judge Kwok Wai-kin was
immediately ordered to stop presiding
over similar trials after being complained
about showing his sympathy with a
"blue-ribbon" defendant. However, Stanley
Ho Chun-yiu, who has set free accused
black—clad rioters one after another, can
not only continue to handle similar cases
but also receive pay raise and get
promoted. As reported, he will be
promoted as a temporary deputy registrar
of the High Court, and receive $60,000 to
$80,000 more in his monthly pay. This
*raises quite a few eyebrows.*

Nevertheless, while court rulings lead
to endless controversy, outsiders cannot
say or do anything with the banner of
‘judicial independence" over their heads,
otherwise they would be slammed for
‘interfering  with  the judiciary". The
Judiciary, behaving as if it were an
‘independent kingdom" not subject to
public supervision, is damaging public
confidence. Henry Litton's criticism, that
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the Judiciary is afflicted with ills and
empowering itself, is by no means
aimless.

‘I'm afraid that for Ji Kangzi, the real
threat does not come from Zhuanyu, but
lies within the walls of his own palace.
"The greatest threat to the rule of law
does not come from any outside factors
but lies within the Judiciary itself. If the
Judiciary cannot progress with the times
and reform itself, it will be reformed
sooner or later. 10 September 2020

WORDS AND USAGE

Acquit (verb) — To decide officially in
a law court that someone is not guilty
of a particular crime. ( E#I---#&5E )

Examples:

1.Mr Ling was acquitted of disorderly
behaviour by magistrates.

2.Five months ago he was acquitted on
a shoplifting charge.
On the grounds that (idiom) — For
the reason that; because. ( M- &I H
 EHE )

Examples:

1.Many critics have objected to the
proposal on the grounds that it would
be too costly.

2.He refused to answer on the grounds
that the question violated his rights to
privacy.
Preside over sth (phrasal verb) -
To be in a position of authority at a
time when important things are
happening. ( £& ; £ ( LEEXEH
sEH ) )

Examples:

1.He was appointed to preside over the
murder trial. "

2.1 would preside over the meeting in a
just manner.
Put/set someone's mind at rest
(diom) — To stop someone from
worrying about something. ( ZEX AW
i~ 22ty )

Examples:

1.It may be advisable to have a blood
test to put your mind at rest.

2.1 wish | could put their minds at rest.
Raise (some/a few) eyebrows
(idiom) — If something that someone
does raises eyebrows, it surprises,
shocks, or offends people. ( S AEE »
<A )

Examples:

1.The size of his salary has certainly
raised eyebrows.

2. His outspoken comments raised a few
eyebrows at the meeting.

If two wrongs don't make it right, try three.

ABR B ABERN °c Home I RBEHIHL T
» A R —ES FIRL 2R ~ FF A B
HEE  ARHERE o ERLER | A house is
made of bricks and beams; a home is
made of hopes and dreams.
B #E — 4 pf F  disinterested or
uninterested ©
EXFMEFEEETRANER  REA
WIAAWEF AT MSTEFER ©
DisinterestedA< 5t FA LB K E » TT B
EREFABEBAEGEIBERONREZE Itis
important for a judge to be
in the outcome of a competition.
{Buninterested&ifkFiE B A FE ALY
B REE © Some students wanted to extend
summer holidays and are rather
in studying anything.
Well----- - BEHEM B LB EA » #HA—F
N BERMEEEEBREANcontext

Some students seemed disinterested/
uninterested in what was happening in the
world. %

i @ 4 =X &  Disinterested &
Uninterestedth o] IME A ; ER 25— &4
HAMEAENEFERINHN ISR EEE
eI PUZFE— P SRR U A0 RE ©

B 7 B ( Thesauruses ) HEE i
—LConfusing WordsEAEZHRZ * %2
%% (homophones ) o %40

Be / Bee

Cellar / Seller
Die / Dye
Farther / Father
Genes / Jeans
Hear / Here

RIERNEAERE > proofreadinglREE
 BIEEAR  ARXIR I EEREERE
 BEREXEENEERBHE=2MX > IF
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Pt 28 haste makes waste, it takes time to
do all things properly » [RIREIEAZINER &
Rt FREEEAEFEHRERARY
proofreading®'& » & (E#&spelling » £~
S B 4 (context and coherence) th &4
BE % o People forget how fast you did a job
— but they remember how well you did it.

Miss Carol

REBREE S HED
12T B R B R N EEE
Email : carolc.english@gmail.com

w




