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With Kick-oft ¢

Hong Kong's education gains a
refresh new look with the start of the new
academic year. The subject of Citizenship
and Social Development (CSD) is formally
introduced in secondary schools, which is
well received by students and teachers.
It is evident that the kick—off civic
education classes have achieved good
results, as seen from students and
teachers' in—depth Q&A (questions and
answers) interactions in class to their
enthusiastically sharing understandings
and feelings after class. Needless to say,
this is just the beginning. There are still a
lot more to be done, which calls for
whole society's joint efforts.

The CSD curriculum comprises three
themes, namely Hong Kong under 'One
Country, Two Systems’ QOur Country
since Reform and Opening—up and
Interconnectedness and /Interdependence
of the Contemporary World. 1t is a fresh
new subject. Hence there is no
off-the—shelf textbook for the time
being, and it is for schools and teachers
concerned to decide on how to teach the
subject based on the Education Bureau's
(EDB) curriculum guide and courseware on
relevant websites. As a result, some
teachers are concerned with the teaching
effects. Yet in practice, in view of
yesterday's actual teaching effects,
teaching this subject is not as difficult as
imagined, so long as the curriculum guide
and teaching materials provided by the
EDB are followed to make full preparations.
For instance, Hon Wah College's first CSD
class started with the Opium War to
explain the origin of the Hong Kong issue,
while G.T. (Ellen Yeung) College and
some other schools began with the Hong
Kong National Security Law to explain
the importance of safeguarding national
security. They have all achieved very good
effects.

[After the classes] a student expressed
her deep comprehension that Hong Kong
is an inseparable part of China and the
Hong Kong people are part of the nation.
Another student thought the CSD subject
was unique because it offered the
opportunity for students to learn the
national Constitution and the Basic Law
and helped students to think deeply to
enhance their national identity. The
Principal of Hon Wah College was fully
confident about attaining the teaching
objectives, stressing that understanding
Hong Kong and understanding the nation
should start with the CSD to consolidate
students' basic knowledge about Hong
Kong's history, the nation and world
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255 o overhaul thoroughly, HK] education gets a refresh new look

development, and that teachers could also
deepen their understanding of the national
circumstances through preparing for
teaching the subject.

It is a significant move in Hong Kong's
educational reform to replace the
highly—criticised Liberal Studies (LS) with
the CSD subject. In recent years, a large
number of young people have failed to
concentrate on studies but seemed bent
on taking to the streets to take part in
various kinds of anti-government and
even unlawful activities. The crux of this
problem lies in that something has gone
wrong with our education. Manipulated by
some people with ulterior motives, the LS
subject has fallen into a "brain washing"
instrument, with young people becoming
the greatest victims. Removing the LS
subject has long been a social consensus.
The CSD subject now takes up the heavy
responsibility of fostering students'
national recognition and sense of national
identity. It is of great significance.

Many teachers hope that the EDB
could provide more teaching resources,
and that it is better to have standard
textbooks. This is quite understandable. It
is learned that textbooks are being busily
prepared and will soon be published. As a
matter of fact, CSD teaching may not
necessarily be confined to textbooks, as
teaching  materials can be found
everywhere in daily life. Taking the Tokyo
Olympic Games for examples, both the
nation's and Hong Kong's women's table
tennis teams stepped up on the podium
together, as both the national flag and
regional flag were steadily rising amid the
majestic national anthem. This is the
epitome of Hong Kong and the Motherland
sharing glory. Another example is that
Hong Kong students will hold "an
Earth—Heaven dialogue" with our country's
Tailkonauts today. From this they could
gain  knowledge about our country's
advance by leaps and bounds in
aerospace science and technology, with
the pride of being Chinese nationals
spontaneously welling up in their hearts.
This is also vivid CSD educational stuff.

The successful implementation of the
CSD subject is meant reform in Hong
Kong's education has moved forward a
crucial step. But for this step to be taken
steadily and stably, it needs support with
more measures, such as strengthening
training teachers and steadily improving
and optimising the curriculum, etc. The
ultimate aim is to help young people to
secure value identification with ‘"one
country two systems', and to foster
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students' sense of national identity. This is
a realistic requirement for Hong Kong to
restore order from chaos and then
progress from order to reinvigoration, and
furthermore the shared responsibility of all
social sectors in Hong Kong.
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WORDS AND USAGE

e Call for sth (phrasal verb) -
To require; to demand. ( BE » E3k )
Examples:
1.This calls for a celebration!
2.Skill and initiative are called for in this
job.
¢ For the time being (idiom) -
For a short period of time from now, but
not permanently. ( %+ BAY)
Examples:
1.For the time being, our plans remain
unchanged until something convinces
us otherwise.
2.Now, for the time being, she is living
with her father in Hong Kong.
¢ Bent on sth (idiom) -
Completely determined to do something,
especially something bad. ( REZ-- > &
A8 )
Examples:
1.He is bent on winning at all costs.
2. They seemed bent on destroying his
career.
¢ Taikonaut (noun) -
DEBARA S FHE o A EEH S
taikong ( Kz ) R & zEastronaut ( K2z
A ) HEMM > XYHSRAEEARIER
HE SN 1998F M R HEFR » B2k
AR EREREETERA > WA (FFE
EEa) o B L MAEFN={EE I
ARBEIR—%E ~ HZERFFEEMX
EHTBITEA8E » EEFERastronaut »
Z A1 Ecosmonaut ( cosmotEfEEE A
e Ve
¢ By/in leaps and bounds (idiom) -
If something increases, develops, grows
etc by leaps and bounds, it does it very
quickly. ( ZeFRIZIE » FeiRh )
Examples:
1.Information technology has advanced
by leaps and bounds.
2.School enrollment is
leaps and bounds

increasing by
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