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Fasing antl-epidemic meastres is not meant to 'ie flat

The epidemic situation continues
stabilising, creating the conditions for the
SAR Government to further ease social
distancing restrictions. Implementation of
a restricted visiting arrangement kicked off
yesterday for the first time in both the
residential care homes for the elderly and
for persons with disabilities. The
long—time separation forced by the
epidemic seemed as if for a lifetime. Some
visitors hugged their kinsfolk unwilling to
let go, some others' faces were covered
with tears. Such scenes were very
touching. Nothing in the world is more
valuable than love and family affection. For
such and similar visiting arrangements not
to be interrupted due to a new wave of
epidemic outbreak, Hong Kong must
continue to do a good job in epidemic
control. It is still far from the time for us to
"lie flat".

For residents in these care homes,
loneliness is the most unbearable. Family
members and relatives' visits are for them
an enormous consolation, which is of help
to their physical recovery. But waves of
Covid—19 outbreak come one after
another over the past two years or so, and
care homes have to close and open, then
close and open again and again, making it
impossible to make any normal visiting
arrangement. As a result, residents there
have felt increasingly lonely and restless
and become obsessed with such negative
mood as thinking themselves being
abandoned by their families and society.
As such, a day was passed as if it were a
year. In particular, the fifth wave of
outbreak has swept Hong Kong like fury.
Over one million Hong Kong residents
were confirmed to have been infected.
Among them over 9,000 died, and over
half of the deceased were residents of
these residential care homes. Quite a few
were unable to see their kinfolk for the last
time before they passed away. The
survivors were in a state of anxiety and
apprehension. Although some of them
could somehow ease their anxiety by
seeing their visiting kinsfolk through a
window or video chat, such virtual-reality
meetings could never be the same as
face—to—face ones. The restricted visiting
arrangement announced by the SAR
Government earlier was a piece of
long—awaited good news. Rejoicing,
people concerned were looking forward to
meeting their kinsfolk again.

There was a view that the restricted
visiting arrangement would have been
more meaningful were it implemented
ahead of the Mother's Day. It is indeed so
for the sake of reasoning. But for the SAR
Government, easing social distancing
rules must be pursued steadily and step by
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step, so it must refrain from acting with
undue haste. After all, both residential care
homes for the elderly and for persons with
disabilities are high-risk venues. Between
affection and life safety, the latter must be
put first.

The epidemic situation in Hong Kong is
just stabilising, far from coming to an end.
Nowadays, the daily number of confirmed
cases is about 200 to 300. Such official
statistics may not necessarily show the
whole truth as some infected citizens may
not report their cases. Is such a daily
number, a couple of hundred cases, big or
small? That depends on what is used as a
reference. Compared with the daily
number, in tens of thousands, in early
March, this indeed is much smaller. But
compared with the daily number of over
100 at the most during the fourth wave of
outbreak, the current figure still remains
high. Transmission chains still exist in the
community. A super spreader alone could
cause a new wave of outbreak.

As a matter of fact, when quite many
people think the epidemic a thing of the
past amid general rejoicing, alarm bells
already keep ringing. On the eve of the
Mother's Day, there was an outbreak in
Sky Cuisine, a restaurant in Sheung Wan,

with about 30 customers infected.
Lockdown at Sai Wan Estate for
compulsory  testing  uncovered = 22

confirmed cases, accounting for 1.3 per
cent of its all residents. This is an alarm
considering that other recent lockdowns
only uncovered a couple of cases each. As
very high viral loads have been found in
sewage samples in and around Kennedy
Town, suggesting some potential super
spreaders might exist in the area. It is
responsible for the University of Hong
Kong to advise its students and staff to
refrain from dining out in the area.

On the positive side, overall vaccination
rate in Hong Kong already reaches over 90
per cent and a large number of citizens
have been infected, so a preliminary
protective barrier has been raised. Hence
the risk for a large scale outbreak seems
not so high for the time being. However,
immunity gained by vaccination will
weaken with the passing of time. In
particular, mutation of the virus s
unpredictable, and the possibility cannot
be ruled out that there may come a more
fatal and contagious variant. So everyone
had better remain cautious and careful. For
the SAR Government, the most urgent
task is to boost the vaccination rates of the
elderly and children respectively. Right
now, vaccination rate for the elderly is
about 65 per cent while that for children
aged between three and 11 just pass 70
per cent, still a far cry from the safety
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goal of 90 per cent.

Happy times are always short. Citizens
now truly understand it from ups and
downs of the epidemic situation over the
past two or so years. The only way for
Hong Kong to have genuine safety is to
maximally expand the coverage of
vaccination and at the same time review
our anti—epidemic strategy and improve
our contingency plans, so as to create the
conditions for reopening the border with
the Mainland. All in all, Hong Kong
cannot afford to relax as there is still a long
way to go in fighting the virus.
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WORDS AND USAGE

e Let go (idiom) —

VAR BB

To stop physically holding on to someone

or something. ( 5F * 5269 )
Examples:
1. Hold on tight and don't let go!

2.He let the rock go, and it was a long
time before we heard it hit the bottom.

e Like fury (idiom) —

Violently; furiously. ( ZZ » & it )

Examples:

1.The last two days of her stay there it

rained like fury.

2.I've been working like fury these past

few days to catch up.
¢ Put sb/sth first (idiom) —

To treat someone or something as being
more important than anyone or anything

else. (BA mEE > 1€ BAEE—
Examples:

fir )

1.Businesses should always put the

customer first.

2We need to choose energy policies

that put the environment first.
* Far cry from (idiom) —

==

A long way; very different. ( fBEXEIR

Examples:

)

1.Resistance is a far cry from immunity.
2.This proposal is still a far cry from the
goal of 'storing wealth among the

people".
e All in all (idiom) -
When everything is considered. (
)
Examples:
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1.We both thought that all in all it might

not be a bad idea.

2.All in all,
bad news.
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