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Developing 15 an unyielcing princnle and the airport’s third runway Drings new driving force

A Cathay Pacific cargo flight flying in from Shanghai touched
down on the third runway at Hong Kong International Airport at 8:
27 a.m. yesterday, becoming the first commercial airplane to be
familiarised with the operation of the new runway. This was a
historic moment. The third runway opening for operation greatly
sharpens Hong Kong International Airport's competitive edge and
consolidates Hong Kong's status as an international and regional
air transport hub. Development is the golden key to solving all
deeply rooted problems and contradictions. Opening of the third
runway brings new driving force for Hong Kong's economic
development. Apart from its traditional advantages, the Hong
Kong airport now is also linked to at least 44 waypoints along the
Belt and Road (the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21*~century
Maritime Silk Road). When the Covid—19 epidemic is over, this air
transport hub praised as an "Airport City" will become the
converging point in the integration of the Guangdong—Hong
Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area (the Greater Bay Area).

In the past two decades, Hong Kong International Airport's
annual passenger carrying capacity has jumped to 74.7 million
passengers in 2019 from 28.6 million originally. Likewise the
increase of its cargo carrying capacity is also quite shocking. Its
two runways had been very busy and overloaded, so that
construction of a third runway became imperative under such
circumstances. But for reason known to everyone, construction of
the third runway, just like all other infrastructure projects, was
beset with resistance. It seems good things do take time. For, the
Legislative Council (Legco) at that time had kept filibustering to
block the passage of the budget needed, and the SAR
Government and Hong Kong Airport Authority (HKAA) had to look
for some other ways to raise fund. At last, construction of the third
runway kicked off six years ago, and it opens for operation this
year. But some auxiliary projects are still under construction, so
construction of the whole project won't be completed until two
years later. One cannot help but feel sorry for the delay.

Unfortunately, construction of the third runway coincided
with the outbreak of the Covid—19 epidemic. During the past two
years or so, the airport's passenger carrying capacity reduces to
just a fraction of that in the peak period and cargo carrying
capacity also drops significantly, so much so that there are
worries that the third runway might become a 'big white
elephant" project. As a matter of fact, such worries are short
sighted. The epidemic surely will come to an end one day, and
the air transport market surely will come back to life and resume
growth. In particular, construction of the Greater Bay Area leaps
forward with seven-league boots, which brings enormous
business opportunities. Then the third runway will come in
handy allowing the Hong Kong airport to handle at the maximum
the taking—off and landing of 102 flights in an hour, almost two
flights simultaneously in a minute. Hong Kong's status as an
international and regional air transport hub will be further
enhanced.

Surely there are more than one airport in the Greater Bay
Area. Shenzhen, Guangzhou and other cities are also expanding
their airports, posing certain competition to Hong Kong.
Competition leads to progress. Hong Kong airport should not sit
back and wait for good luck but must improve its service quality to
enhance its attractiveness and, at the same time, solve problems
such as allocation of airspace with other airports in the area.

Our country fully supports Hong Kong's development as an
international air transport hub, including supporting the
construction of the third runway. Reclamation works for the third
runway once faced the problem of sand shortage, but could
eventually be completed as scheduled with supports from the
Central, Guangdong and Guangxi Provincial Governments.

Hong Kong has entered the new era of "patriots governing
Hong Kong". The upcoming five years are a crucial period for
breaking new ground to achieve new development. President
Xi Jinping, who is also General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and Chairman
of the Central Military Commission (CMC), delivered an important
speech at the meeting celebrating the 25" anniversary of Hong
Kong's return to the Motherland. He encouraged Hong Kong to
seize the historical opportunity of national development with the
full support of the Central Government, to proactively align with

Accent Softening

national development strategies such as the 14" Five—Year Plan,
the development of the Greater Bay Area and the high—quality
construction under the Belt and Road Initiative, to engage in wider
and closer exchange and cooperation with various places in the
world, and to fully release the enormous creativity and
development vitality contained in Hong Kong society. President
Xi's important speech clearly points the way for Hong Kong's
future development and injects energy, and also brings a
once—in—a-blue—-moon development opportunity for the air
transport industry.

The Central Government places high hopes on Hong Kong.
The seven million plus citizens hope the new-term government to
achieve good governance, practically resolve problems
concerning people's livelihood and keep improving its governance
quality. "Calls of the people must be responded." The just
sworn—in government led by John Lee Ka—-chiu demonstrates a
vigorous and effective style of administration these days, with
every member of the new team going all out. The public is deeply
impressed.

Development is the eternal theme, development is the
foundation of Hong Kong, and the city's beautiful future can be
realised only if all of us work hard and in a down-to—earth way.
We are bound to write a new chapter by recommencing to
construct Hong Kong and comprehensively improve our
competitiveness.

09 July 2022

WORDS AND USAGE

¢ Touch down (phrasal verb) —

When an aircraft touches down, it lands on the ground. ( ( 4 )

Bk )

Examples:

1.When we touched down at Chek Lap Kok, we were all relieved

just to get home.
2.The plane touched down in Sydney at midday.
¢ Filibuster (verb) —

To make a long speech in order to delay or prevent a new law

being made. (hiff - B ( A¥EENPRIDEREIB M ) BRTROE
o TREEER [BNBEE] o)
Examples:

1.Conceivably, supporters of the law could filibuster to prevent it

from being revised.

2.They simply threatened to filibuster until the Senate adjourns.

* Seven-league boots (proverb) —

Magical boots featured in European folklore that grant the wearer

the ability to travel seven leagues in a single stride. ( ( BUNZES
8) tBH > ZEE—DUELE)

Examples:

1.The new technology allows electric cars to drive with
seven-league boots, as opposed to the concrete shoes that

hampered earlier models.

2. We still want his speedy seven-league boots, his global reach

and dazzling factual knowledge.
¢ Come in handy (idiom) —

To be especially useful, often in a particular setting or situation.

(kM5 )

Examples:

1.1t was a lot colder out than | thought it would be, so your jacket

really came in handy!

2.That flashlight comes in handy when I'm trying to find

something in my car at night.
* Break new ground (idiom) —

To do something completely different from what has been done

before. ( BEREFT A )
Examples:
1.This recovery technique breaks new ground.

cure for the deadly disease.

2.The company has been breaking new ground in researching a
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If you must cross a course cross cow across
a crowded cow crossing, cross the cross coarse
cow across the crowded cow crossing carefully.
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