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Coverment must make Up 15 mind about how 10 ight the virus and strengthen It mai respansiilty

Rebound in Hong Kong's epidemic situation is noticeably
accelerating. The number of new confirmed cases keeps setting
new highs since May, and it is just around the corner for the
daily number to exceed 10,000. Given the circumstances, what
should we do? Has the SAR Government a thorough coping plan?
Under what circumstances will social distancing rules be
tightened? What will the government do to more effectively push
forward re—opening borders with the Mainland and other places?
Such are issues citizens are deeply concerned with, and the SAR
Government must give clearer explanations. This will help build
consensus and join efforts to fight and win this protracted war
against the Covid—19 virus.

The Covid—19 Pandemic has continued for over two years, with
some 600 million people being infected globally and several
million killed. The virus still keeps mutating. At the same time,
humankind is gaining more knowledge about the rhythm of the
e : epidemic and vaccination becoming increasingly popularised.
BRI B4R o BEARIERE TR > HER Accordingly, various regions keep adjusting their anti—epidemic
MENREFRFESNRERE T EMSF strategies to take different paths. Although the emphases may be

o ) different, there is one thing in common - that is to strike a
hEERE ﬁﬁ’ﬁ%fi’tﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%?ﬁg balance between protecting human lives and maintaining
fEficiR o IHEAFEAR ERAEKBIE, people's livelihood.
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Mainland or with other parts of the world. As an international
financial hub, Hong Kong must maintain its global connections. On
the other hand, Hong Kong's economy is more dependent on the
Mainland, and its future relies on its integration into the country's
overall development. It is the most ideal to simultaneously open
borders with both the Mainland and other places in the world,
which however is unrealistic given the current situation. The
Mainland's anti—epidemic policy is very unambiguous. If Hong
Kong remains as a "high risk region”, there will be a problem of the
epidemic "flowing back" into the Mainland. In that case, it will be
very difficult for Hong Kong to ask the Mainland for more entry
quota for Hong Kong residents, and re—opening borders with the
Mainland is even more unimaginable. This is not in favour of Hong
Kong's long—term and fundamental interests.

One cannot has one's cake and eats it too. There is no perfect
anti—epidemic strategy in the world. WWe must make up our mind
in how to fight the virus before we can make our choice. As for
Hong Kong's anti—epidemic battle, it is beyond doubt that "as long
as Hong Kong asks, the Motherland will respond". But the SAR
Government must strengthen its main responsibility in the battle
and set a clear goal, so as to solicit citizens' support and create a
way of fighting the virus that is best in keeping with Hong Kong's
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ESHTSRANEETEN » BREER Fighting the virus is a science, hence all measures must be  réality and protecting both Hong Kong's and the nation’s interests.
G R T REE 2820 based on scientific data. Now people have essentially formed rankly speaking, this is very difficult. Exactly because of this, it
g o EREE TR ESETEET RS - such a consensus: whether the number of confirmed cases is ~PoSesatestforthe SAR Government's governance capability.
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to ensure the effective operation of the health care system at any
moment. The main reason for Hong Kong to suffer heavy
casualties during the peak time of the fifth wave of the epidemic is
because we had not been well prepared. By comparison, the total
number of confirmed cases in Singapore is more than that in Hong
Kong, but the death toll is smaller. The reason lies in that the
Singapore government knows what to do. Patients are accurately
categorised and those who are not vaccinated, who are
vaccinated with one or two doses and who are fully vaccinated are
treated discriminately, so as to ensure health care resources are
used efficiently. It is because the island state has clear thinking
and orientation in fighting the virus that its citizens know what to
do no matter how the epidemic situation changes.

As the epidemic situation in Hong Kong is deteriorating
dramatically, the pressure on the health care system increases
day by day. It becomes a big challenge to make sure this system
will not collapse. The Hospital Authority (HA) has earlier activated
the Phase Three Bed Mobilisation Plan to reserve up to 5,000
beds for Covid—19 patients and ensure they would be available
when needed. As some non-emergency services have to be
curtailed accordingly, plans must be worked out to protect the
rights of relevant patients. Chronically ill patients are triaged, and
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e WORDS AND USAGE

¢ Just/right around the corner (idiom) -

Imminent or likely to happen very soon. ( 78RR )

Examples:

1.He believes that an alien invasion is just around the corner and
we should prepare ourselves for life on another planet.

2.0ur company is devoted to the self—driving car, believing that its
widespread use is right around the corner.

* Push forward (phrasal verb) —

To continue doing something or making progress in something,

with effort or enthusiasm. ( #3& > #5) )

Examples:

1.Their research has pushed forward the frontiers of knowledge.

2.They are trying to push forward reforms despite resistance from
the older members.

e Strike a balance (between sth) (idiom) —

To give the correct amount of importance or attention to two

=] FEEFARBAURBRRBR o IBALA private hospitals should have the courage to share the burden. In separate things. ( REFTRILE > K5FE )

BN BEATHEAZTEZRRS » £LH addition, as not all homes are suitable for isolation, the mobile Examples:

THE —ﬁ%ﬁiﬂ%lﬁ’\]ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ EEE cabin facilities built with the Central Government's help now 1.He was finding it difficult to strike a balance between his family
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K% > BH BEXNEEHEEDS o increases sharply. All these are focal points in our anti—epidemic productivity.

¢ Come in handy/useful (idiom) —

campaign, and we must plan ahead. _ _ _ : _ _ -~
To be especially useful, often in a particular setting or situation. ( &t

It can be seen that Hong Kong does not want social distancing
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0 > FRAERY Wiﬂﬁ’qﬂ?ﬁ&%,a » BANE accord with public sentiment and reality. Persons with a Red Code 1.1t was a lot colder out than | thought it would be, so your jacket
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2 A little extra money would come in useful right now.

¢ Have your cake and eat it (too) (idiom) -

To have or do two good things at the same time that are impossible

to have or do at the same time. ( &35 )

Examples:

1.You're never going to save enough money to buy a house if you
keep buying expensive crap you don't need. You can't have your
cake and eat it, too.

2.Too many people want to have their cake and eat it, demanding
all sorts of social benefits from the government but being
unwilling to pay any taxes to fund them.

restricted in moving about, and particularly banned from entering
places where masks have to be taken off, such as restaurants.
Such measures are seemingly simple, but not easy to implement.
Their effectiveness relies on how citizens would cooperate, and
more on whether the government would strictly enforce them.
Otherwise, the system, however effective it may sound, would
remain in name only.

A realistic problem facing Hong Kong's anti—epidemic battle is
whether priority should be given to opening its borders with the
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You ask me, me ask who?
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How did you get it?
| got it at Peter's English.
"| got it - "SRR LT HEERR B 0 B0 ¢ |
got the symptoms of COVID at home.
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People mountain people sea.
Long time no see.
| give you face, you don't want face.
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