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Prominent figures of the international legal profession
including high-level officials from the three major international
private law organisations gather together in the SAR to attend a
five—day Hong Kong Legal Week. This is yet another international
event following the Global Financial Leaders' Investment Summit
and the Hong Kong Sevens. Hong Kong is back, back to the
centre of the world arena, full of vigour and dynamics. In
particular, the international legal profession's deep appreciation
of and support for Hong Kong's rule of law proves the foundation
of the rule of law in the SAR is as solid as rocks. As long as we
proceed with confidence, make good use of our Motherland's
support and bring our unique advantages into play, Hong Kong is
bound to create a new phase of development.

In an interview with Ta Kung Pao, Christophe Bernasconi,
Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law (HCCH), highly praised Hong Kong for owning
very professional and well trained legal professionals, from which
HCCH benefits a lot. "On the one hand, in negotiations involving
international conventions and practical matters, Hong Kong
always is part of the Chinese delegation, so we always hear and
pay attention to Hong Kong's voice; on the other hand, we have
reached an agreement with the Department of Justice for Hong
Kong to send legal professionals to work in our headquarters in
Hague. Among them there are practicing lawyers, and we benefit
from their experiences and expertise." He stressed that the
regional factors provided by Hong Kong and its understanding of
the region "facilitate and convenience our development in the
region a great deal."

Having brought order out of chaos, Hong Kong is now
embarking on the new journey from stability to prosperity.
Starting their propaganda machines to madly smear Hong Kong,
international anti—China forces attack the rule of law in the SAR.
Against the evil wind, well-known figures of the international
legal profession have come and gathered in Hong Kong. This
shows not only their adherence to legal justice but also their
belief in the good prospects of China and Hong Kong. The focus
of the world is shifting to Asia—Pacific. As the world's second
largest economy, China's development momentum s
unstoppable. The Guangdong-Hong Kong—-Macao Greater Bay
Area and Belt and Raid Initiative offer enormous opportunities. A
large number of commercial deals need certainty and stability
provided by laws, and emergence of a large number of disputes
and differences is meant an increase in demand for arbitration
and mediation services. Hong Kong is the only common law
jurisdiction in China and as such its role is irreplaceable.

Hong Kong has since long ago been providing legal and
dispute resolution services for the international community.
Taking the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC)
for example, in 2019, it handled 503 cases with the total amount
in dispute reaching $36.4 billion and 80 per cent of the cases
being international in nature; in 2020, it handled 483 cases with
the total amount in dispute reaching $68.8 billion and 72 per cent
of the cases being international in nature; in 2021, it handled 514
cases with the total amount in dispute reaching $54.6 billion and
81 per cent the cases being international in nature. Yet this is not
the whole picture of Hong Kong handling cases of international
disputes. Actually, more and more private international law
organisations have set branches in Hong Kong. HCCH has two
offices globally, one of them is in Hong Kong. As Christophe
Bernasconi pointed out, "More international organisations have
settled down in Hong Kong, which adds lustre to this
international legal hub", and ‘international legal organisations
which

teaming with Hong Kong is a successful equation’,
increasingly highlights Hong Kong's advantages.
With strong support of the Motherland, Hong Kong keeps
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| might stay in the gym for the rest of the

enhancing its role as a regional hub for dispute resolution. The
national 14th Five-Year Plan supports Hong Kong to develop
itself into "eight hubs", one of which being an international legal
and dispute resolution hub in Asia—Pacific. The Report to the
20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
stresses on deepening Hong Kong's more open and closer
exchange and cooperation with other countries and other
regions. We must cherish and hold on to the positioning and
opportunities provided to Hong Kong by our country. It is
inspiring that the International Organization for Mediation
(I0Med) jointly initiated by China and other countries will be the
first platform in the world to provide mediation services for
international disputes. The [OMed Preparatory Office is
established in Hong Kong, which once again shows the Central
Government's support and care for Hong Kong.

The successful convening of Hong Kong Legal Week
highlights Hong Kong's unique advantage of enjoying strong
support of the Motherland and being closely connected to the
world. As pointed out by Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu
yesterday, the Legal Week will consolidate Hong Kong's status
as a legal hub. As Hong Kong stabilises epidemic control and
keeps pressing on along the path to normalcy, greater
development is expected in various sectors and Hong Kong's
status as a regional legal hub is bound to be enhanced steadily.

WORDS AND USAGE

¢ International private law (legal term) —
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¢ Pay attention (to sb/sth) (phrase) -
To watch,
carefully or with interest. ( B¥ » =18 )
Examples:

listen to, or think about something or someone

1.1f you really pay attention, you can see how he develops the

story and learn some techniques.

2.I'm sorry, | wasn't paying attention to what you were saying.

e Embark on/upon sth (phrasal verb) —

To start a new or important project or activity, usually one that

will be difficult and will take time ( Bgt4 » &F )

Examples:

1.The new government embarked upon an energetic

legislative programme.
2. We're embarking on a new project later this year.
¢ Hold on to sth (phrasal verb) -

If you hold on to something that gives you an advantage, you
succeed in keeping it for yourself, and prevent it from being

taken away or given to someone else. ( #{F » RiEE )
Examples:

1.She is a politician who knows how to hold on to power.

2.You should hold on to that freedom for as long as possible.

* Press on/ahead (phrasal verb) —

To start or continue doing something in a determined way,

( (NEREEE ) EERETT )

often despite problems.
Examples:

1.1t was pouring with rain, but we pressed ahead regardless.

2.0Organisers of the strike are determined to press on.

The essay submission deadline must be
extended because some sentences have to be
expanded.

do or make

METREELEREE 0 #% o BB R WM IA"do"
E—M# 9558 (do anything / everything / nothing /

N

,W

(Tenses) o

"could" K'can" 2l EE ISR TTREM
1B"could" it EEBR B T BE S ©

Bkt 5 "may" LS T RE MR A B
"might'BIZBE RO REN S ENEE o

BLEFFHRRFIEMH

| can run very fast if | could receive professional
training.

e

| may stay in the gym for the rest of the
day.
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extended or expanded
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Not many restaurants could make a profit
during the pandemic.

Peter has decided to do a course in German
next year.

Sometimes it is good to be confused;

confusion is where inspiration comes from.




