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Irresistible as is the trend of the East rising and the West declining, t
Hong Kong could ride the wind and waves forward in pursuit of development s
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The Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) kicked off its Annual
Conference 2023 yesterday. The BFA Conference, the
first one held offline since the outbreak of the Covid-19
Pandemic three years ago, draws worldwide attention. In
a recent period of time, the China Development Forum
2023 has been successfully held, China and Saudi Arabia
have deepened their economic cooperation, and China
and Brazil have agreed on using renminbi (yuan) as
settlement currency---. Such a series of events held and
agreements signed fully demonstrates the strong driving
forces of China's development, and also shows the new
development trend amid profound changes in the world
unseen in a century. Hong Kong society must get down
to seriously pondering how to adapt itself to changes in
situation and seize opportunities for development, so as to
achieve greater development of its own and make more
contributions to our country's development and out
nation's rejuvenation.

Premier of the State Council Li Qiang delivered a
keynote speech at the opening plenary of the BFA
Conference, pointing out that "the certainty that China
offers is an anchor for global peace and development. This
has been the case in the past and will remain so in the
future---no matter how the world situation may evolve, we
will  stay committed to reform, opening—up and
innovation—driven development. \We will continue to inject
new vigor and vitality into the global economic
development, and welcome countries around the world to
share in the opportunities and benefits that come with
China's development." This once again sends a clear
message to the world that China will unswervingly push
forward its reform and opening up, and once again spells
out that China's development is bound to benefit the
world and the world's development cannot do without
China.

As a matter of fact, the number of foreign leaders and
dignitaries attending this year's BFA Conference
remarkably increases. Among them there include
Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sdnchez Pérez—Castejon, Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar bin lbrahim, and Ivorian Prime
Minister Patrick Achi, etc. The fact that the BFA
Conference attracts more and more attention shows
China's role as a stabiliser and engine for the global
economy is even more highlighted amid uncertainties of
worldwide geopolitical deterioration and increasing
economic risks. At the BFA Conference, Lee Hsien Loong
urged countries in the region to continue to promote
economic cooperation and good relations with China.
Ahead of his departure for China, Pedro Sdnchez spoke
straightforwardly that "The world should listen to China's
voice". So many foreign leaders and dignitaries coming to
China suggests they attach greater importance to China's
development and hope to grab opportunities for
development.

And before the BFA Conference started, several
important events had also aroused attention from the
international community. The China Development Forum
2023 was successfully held in Beijing which was attended
by senior management officers of multi-national
enterprises including Apple Inc. of the United States. By
acting in this way, they make it clear that "decoupling
from China" is infeasible and impractical. Saudi Aramco not
long ago announced two investment projects in China
with the amount totaling as high as US $100 billion,
shocking the world. Not long ago China and Brazil
announced to establish a yuan clearing arrangement to
settle trade and financial transactions directly in mutual
currencies instead of using the US dollar as intermediary
currency. This is an important step to push forward
internationalisation of the Chinese currency, which is also
meant the weakening of the US dollar's status as
international currency.

And next month, there will be a series of important
diplomatic activities in China. Leaders of foreign countries
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including those of Italy, France and European Union (EU) ﬁ:
will visit China. The fact that leaders of foreign countries
and international organisations come to visit China one
after the other to deepen economic cooperation with it
China indicates the rising and declining respectively of
international economic powers and also proves the basic
norm of international relations is by no means out of date
that "a just cause enjoys abundant support while an unjust
one finds little support". As proved by facts, the United
States becomes unpopular by wantonly imposing
unilateral sanctions, exercising long—arm jurisdiction and
advocating "decoupling from China", while China's
positions are appreciated by more and more countries and
the tendency of China's development becomes
irresistible. Moreover, China earlier issued China's
Position on the Political Settlement of the Ukraine Crisis
and facilitated Saudi Arabia and lIran to restore their
diplomatic ties, which have also boosted the international
community's expectation for China to play a more
important role in promoting world peace.

Hong Kong benefits even more from our country's
betterment. The Mainland persists in expanding its reform
and opening up, its economic development continues to
steadily improve and its international influence grows with
each passing day. All this is a major feel-good, favourable v
factor for Hong Kong. From a series of major events in a
recent period of time, Hong Kong society could fully
perceive the determined steps of our times to march
forward, and hence further enhance its confidence in the
future. Under such a situation, Hong Kong ought to bring
into full play its advantages of "enjoying strong support of
the Motherland and being closely connected to the world"
and make a better effort to "capitalise on our strengths to
serve the country's needs', so as to attain better
development.

e WORDS AND USAGE

* Get down to sth (phrasal verb) —

To start doing something seriously or with a lot of effort. ( BI25:3E
B AR SBERFE )

Examples:

1.1 guess I'd better get down to reading it before I'm too tired.

2 .After lunch we got down to discussing the issue of pay.

* Spell sth out (phrasal verb) —

To say or explain something very clearly and simply. ( #55% > 88

Examples:

1.The government has so far refused to spell out its policy regarding
environmental protection.

2. Sorry, but could you spell out your exact plan for us? It doesn't
really seem to make sense.

* Ahead of (phrase) —

If something happens ahead of an event or time, it happens before

that event or time. ( 7 287 )

Examples:

1.Price of the company's shares surges ahead of its annual report.

2.The Chief Executive will make a brief comment on the issue ahead
of the Executive Council meeting.

*Decouple (verb) —

To end the connection or relationship between two things. ( fi$4

TIEREHE )

Examples:

1.Gasoline prices have been decoupled from crude oil prices.

2.The issue threatened to decouple Europe from the United States.

* Qut of date (idiom) —

No longer valid, relevant or useful. (BB » L3480 )

Examples:

1.No wonder your phone isn't working — the software is out of date.

2.The information provided in this travel guidebook is at least 10
years out—of-date.
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